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Chriſt, 


IOHN 6.45. 


Every man therefore that hath heard and hath 
learaed of the Father,commeth unto mee, 


Ivers Jets and impediments 
 th-reare which binder poore 
Chriſtians from comming 
unto Chriſt , all which ] de- 
& (ireto id totheſc follows 
ing heads, ap 
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FF 4 Thepoore doubting Chriſtian 
Firft, ſuch hinderances as really keepe men 
from comming, to tske hold of Chriſt at all, 
which are briefly theſe. y 
ets x. Blinde careleſneſſe , or preſumptuous | 
F which ſecurity, whereby men content themlelyes in| 
*DindeY? their preſent condirion, preſuming all is well | 


f 
men . 
"from With them, when there is no ſuch matter. 


' ming to how to ſave thelelyes by their owne ſtrengrh, 
| Chriſt. and thereupon ſer upon a reformation of fife: 
| thinking to make God amends by reforming 
ſome finnes which they heare themſelyes re- 
proved of by the Minifters, 

3. The ſinner being convinced of his utter 
inability to pleaſe God in himſelfe , at length 
gets up a ſtayre higher, and ſees all his pertor- | 
mances, and prayers, and duties to be of no | 
power in themſelves , but that he muſt leave | 
all,aud cleave onely unto Chriſt by faith ; and | 
this he thinks hee can doe well enought , and | 
ſo thruſts himſelfe upon Chriſt , thioking all | 


f 


—— 


looked after. | { 
4. If hee fees this failes him too, then he | 
goes yet further , and confeffeth he cannot 
come to Chriſt except Chriſt give him his 
hand , and helpe him up : therefore now hee 
will attend upon the ordinances , and labour 


and 


| Com- 2, Being convinced of this, they bethioke | . 


the worke is then done, and no more to bee | : 


2 drawne unto Chrift, 5 
: | andbeftirrehbimſelf hard in the uſe of all good 


meanes,conceiving thereby robammer our at 

laſt, a faith of his owne to make him happie, 

; And bere he reſts, hanging as it were upon the 

| outſide of the Arke , ſolong till ar laſt the 
waves and windes growing fierce and violent, 

* hee is beaten off from his hold , and ſo finkes 
for eyer, 

Beſides theſe, there are other kinds of hin- 
derances,which doe not indeed deprive a man 
of title and intereſt to eternall happineſſe,bur 
make the way tedious aud uncomfortable, fo 
that he cannot come to Chriſt ſo readily, as he 
defires and longs to doe; the ground whereof: 
is this , when men out of carnall reaſon con- 
trive another wey to come unto Chrift , then 
ever hee ordained or revealed , wheu we ſer 
up a ſtandard by Gods StanJaxd , and out of 
our owne imagination make another condi- 
tion of beleeving then eyer Chriſt required 
or ordained, Thus we make barres in the 7,,.. 
way,and manacle our hands , and fetter our +453 


re Ro oo @ © © DYYobbt 


——— wo 


[- Is | 

feer, and then we complaine we cannot goe : hinde- 

v thus it is with you poore Chriſtians, and the Ranged 
wAc 


fault is your owne, Now amongſt many 

there be three hinderanceswhich are chiefly Keep 

34 9 bee obſerved , by which mauy gracious #,,, 

hearts are maryellouſly hindered from com- Chriſt. 
=. EEE 


| 
> 


[1 The poore dogbting (hriftiaty | , 


ming to, & from receiving that comfort from | bi 
Chriſt, which they might , and hee is willing |. ho 
to beſtow. | 
1. Firſt, the diſtreſſed ſoule being happily | ma 
true! humbled , takes notice of the beauty of | ma 
bolinefſe , and rhe Image of God ſtampr upon | he 
the hearts of his children, and of all thoſe pre- | no 
ci05 promiles which God hath madeto all| nef 
thatare his, now the foule lecing cheſe, be-| pre 
pay thus Ke reaſon with himleclte, and faith, | ent 
Surely if I were loholy and lo gr Nt DG then| the 
I might bave hope to i ive the pardon of my | | qui 
{inves ; for were my heart [0 enlarged to du- | as 2 
ties, nod could my heart bee fo carried with |! tex 
power againſt my corruptions to maſter thei, | hul 
then thcre were ſome hope ; but whenIhave fuff 
no power againſt ſin, noravy beart toſeeke rup 
ſo importunatly for aChriſt,bow dareI thinke wil 
thatany mercy belongs to mc,naving ſo many you 
wants? Thus they dare nor come to the pro= anc 
miſe,and they will not venture upon it , bes | 
cavie they have not that inlargement ro du. wit 
ties,and that power apainſt corruption which fun 
GOmetiaes the Saints of God have. tit] 
But wee muſt know this doth not hinder, | 
we make ita hinderance , when intruthitis wo 
none; for obferyeit , we muſt not thioke to thi: 
briopg culargement and hope tothe promiſe, , vio 
bur ? 


_— 
” a \ 


| 
» 


F: arawne unto (hiſt, 7 


m | bit wee muſt goe to the promiſe for them; 
18 |. hope muſt be ſtirred,and deſirequickned, and 

| love and joy kindled by the promile ; who 
ly | made this a condition of the covenant , that a 
of | man muſt haye ſo much enlargement before 
20 he come to the promiſe ? Our Sayiozr requires 
e- | noportion , but meere poverty and empti- 
all | nefſe : If thou haſt nothing, he will have thee, ; 
e-| proyided that thou wilt have him ; The rich he L URIs 
1, | ſends empty away,but the poore is ſatisfied, and Zh 
-n| the thirſty refreſhed : there is nothing re- 
y | quired on our fide , but onely toreceiye him 
1- | as a huſband : Buy without money , faith the j; 7h 
th / text; youſmuſt not thinke tocome and buya g5 x. 
1, | huſband; the Lord lookes for no power or 
'& fufficiency of our {elyes, no power againdt cor- 
e ruption, nor enlargement toduties ; if you 
e willbe content that Chriſt ſhall rake all from 
y you,and diſpoſe of you, then, take a Saviour 
z- and have him. | | 
= But the pooreſoulefaith,If I goe thus bud- q ef, 
- | winked, howſhallI know that I doe not pre- 
h {ſume,and how ſhall I know that I have a true 

title to the promile, | 

X ]anſwer,there is no better argument in the Anſiv. 
Ss world that thou haſt an intereſt in Chriſt, then 
o rais , thy taking of the Lord Chriſt as a Sa- 
» , Viour wholly, and as a huſband, Fo{z- 1. 12. 
- 3 | A4 | As 


$ The poore doubting Chriſtian, 

As many as received lun, tether he gave power | 

ro be the ſonnes of God , even to them tha beleeve )) of 
0u hisname, He doth notlay, toas many as | de 
had ſuch enlargement in duties , and ſuch | fre 
power againft corruptions; bur if thon wile | Ft 
take Chriſt upon thoſe termes which hee of- | thi 
fers bimſelfe, there is no berter argument un- | fr 
der beaven ; tbat thou haſt a title tothe pro- | faf 
miſe. There is a deſperate deſpaire thatoften | ev: 
ſeazeth upon the hearts of diſtreſſed ſinners, | Pt 
2. Therefore inthe ſecond place, as the finner || los 
lovkes upon the excelleney of Chriſt , and | tic 
grace,and bis owne inſufficiency, and ſo will | 

not venture upon the promiſe , ſo he Jooke's | Hi! 
npon his owne finfulnefle and worthlelne(lo, wi 
and therefore dares not vereure upon mercy; | vil 
he viewes the number of his {linnes ſo many Ct 
and vile, andthe continuance of themſolong, bi 
and heſceth che floods of abominations come |, ry 
ming in amaine upon bis ſoule , and Sathan | CI 
helps him forwards hereto ; for this is the po- | 
licie of the Dewil}, thar,it he can,he will make ' 


=P 
Q@ 


a mar that hee ſhall never ſeehis ſinne, bur | co 
ſay, thereis mercie enongh ina Saviour, and w' 
eherefore I may live as I lift + But when the Ou 
{inner will nzedes ſee his fin, ther bee will ler th 
— kim ſee nothing but ſinne;the one that he may {a1 


+. 
f 


preſumr, and the other that he may deſpaire. | 
| 7 Now 


drawme unto Chrift, 9 


Noh the poore ſinner ftayes here; tell him 
of the mercy ef God, and of the plenreous re 


' demptionin Chriſt , and of the riches of the 


:h | freeneſſe of Gods grace, What,ſaith he,ſhould 
[c | Ethinke that there is any mercy for mee, and 


r j 


4 \ 

} 
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» 
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's 
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| that I have any intereſt in Chrift ; that wore 


firange? And thus the foule is here poring,and 
faftned, and ſerled upon his cotrupcion, and is 
ever ſtirring the wound, and never poes to the 
Phyſitian : Fora man is as well kept from 
looking to Chriſt by deſpaire , as by preſump- 
tion ; before heſees bis ſin , he thinkes his 

tion 15 good, and he hatha ſufficiency of 
his owes, and needs not goe to Chrift ; and 
when he ſets his linne, then he beholds ſo much 
vilenefſein himſelfe , that he dares not goe to 
Chrift,leſt when he goes before him, hee ſend 
him downe tothepir. Herein the devill is ve- 


. Ty ſubtill; but this doth not hinder our title to 


Chriſt , neither ought it to diſcourage our 
kearts from laying hold on falyation, 

For firſt , (oblerye ir) for whom did Chriſt 
come into the world,and for whom did he die 
when he was come ? It was not for the r:ghte= 


014,that needed him not, but for the poor {inner . 


that condemnes himſeke, & knowes he cannot 
ſave himſelfe. Paz ſaith, {15ſt Icſus came vnto 
the world to ſaye ſinners, of whom 1 am the chnefe, 

ER: A5 And 


T Tim, 
I, I F« 


Il, 
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And Jach.13,1, There ts a fountaine opened for 


ſinne , and for uncleanneſſe, that is, for all ſorts 
of ſinnes, and for all kind of ſinners : be their 
iniquities never ſo [reee , and never ſo yile, 
there is a fountaine fet open, come who will; 
there was never any ſaved but a Rebell , and 
never any man received to mercy, but he that 
oppoſed the mercy of God , and his grace in 
Chriſt, The fiery Serpents did fting the 
people in the wildernefſe , but there vvas a 
brazen Serpent to heale them, 
Ubſerve the fully of this plea: What Scrip- 
ture ever ſaid , that the greatneſſe of mans 
ſinne could hinder the greatneſſe of Gods 


| Pſa:25, mercy Þ NoScripturereveales this , 'yve (ce 


David prayeth the contrary , Have mercy upon 
me O Lord, and pardon my finues , for they are 
great, : Nay, God himſelfe doth the quite 
contrary , 7/4.43.24.25- Thou haſt made me 
ſerve with thy ſinnes, and wearied mee with thine 
3niquities, yet I am he: that blotteth ont thy tranſ- 
greſſtens for my nam# /azs, Whenthe lewes 
didtire GOD with their diſterpers , and 
burthened him with their fiafull courſes, then 
the Lord for his owne names fakes would not 
ſo much as remember their iniquities apaiaſt 
taem, 
Apaine obſerye , that ſinnes though they be 


>. 


\ 


ever * 


ke ns 7 ts bg s wo 


>. 


nr 


drawne unto Chri, it 


neyer {ov haynous of themſelves, yet if the 

ſoule can (ee them , & the heart be burthened 

with them , they are ſofarre from hindering 
the worke of faith,and from making thee un« 
capable of mercy , that they fit thee ro goe to 

Chriſt: The truth is, (which I pray you take 
notice of)it is not properly our unworthinefle, 

but our pride and haughtinetle that hinders 
us from comming to Chriſt ; for wee would 
have ſomerhing in our ſelves , anq not haye 

all from Chriſt, Take the diſtreſſed ſoule 

that ſees the vileneſle of his ſinnes:{uppole thy 

ſinnes were fewer , nevertheleſſe even then 
thou goeſtnot to Chriſt, becauſe thou art per- 

{waded of the freenefle of his grace, but be. 

cauſe thow haſt a worthinefle in thy (elfe , and 

wouldſt bring ſomething to Chriſt , and rot 

receive all from him. Therefore ir is thy 

pride , and thy ſelfe conceitedneſle that hin- 

ders thee,thou muſt haye thus much grace and 

holineſſe , and Chriſt muſt not juſtifie the un 

godly,butthe godly man ; I tell thee , then 

he will never juſtifie a man while the world 

ſtands, 

But the ſoule replies againe, My ſinnes are Objed, 
worſe, not onely becauſe they are many, bur 
becauſe of the mercy and ſalvation that I have 
rejected , which hath beene offered mee 

| from 


$27.18. 


FHer.3.1T. 
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from day to day, 

This hinders not , pr. vided that thon canſt 
ſee thoſe evils of thine : though thou haſt caſt 
away the kindnefle of the Lord, yet the Lord 
will not caſt away thee, if thou wilt come and 


A F7- ſeeke him earneſtly againe : For the iniquity of 


* bus covetouſneſſe } was wroth ((aith God) and [ 
ſmote him, } hid my ſelfe,aud he went 0h fr oward- 
ly #n the way of his owne heart, If this could have 
kindred , /#d4h ſhould never have received 
mercy,but the text ſaith, I have (een his wayes, 
and will heale him ; Thou ha#t pla zed the harlot 
with many lovers, yer turne ag4ine to me, ſaith the 


| Lord. There is notime paſt if a man have 


bur a heart wo rerurne; there is no limitation 
of the riches of Gods free grace , except the 
{in againſt the holy Ghoſt, Rey. 3.20,/ ſtand at, 
the doore and knock ; though he cry till he be 
hoarſe,and ſtand till he be weary, yer he ſtands 
ftill: if any adulterous or deceirfull wrerch 
will open, the Lord will come in, and bring 
comfort,and fup with him 

Oh,thar is true, ſaith the poore ſoule, bad 3 
| but a heart to mourne for my baſeneſle ; ; ſes 
my {innes I doeghur this is my mifery,l cannor 
bee burthened with them, } have a heart tha 
cannot breake and mourne for diſhonouring 
of God, 


This 


| Thi 


heart 
wear! 
he wil 
pleal 
Whe 
then 
_ 
gain 


Hi 


drawne unto Chriſt. © Wt: 


>| This hinders not neither, provided that thy Anſw, | 


heart is weary of itlelfe , that it cannor be 


weary of finne : The Lord ſhewes mercy, becauſe Mich. - 
he will (hew mercy , it is not becauſe thou canſt 7: 18. 


pleaſe him, bur becauſe mercy pleaſeth him. 
When did the Lord ſhew mercy troPasl,even 

then when Pazxl did exprefje moſt malice a- 
oainſt him; Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou mee? 

he perſecutes Chriſt,and yet Chrift pities him, 

and fhewes him mercy ; and fo the churlifh 
7aylor , when he was moſt oppoſiteagainſt the 19, 
[| meanes of grace, the Lord ſhewed then moſt 

| compatfion upon him ; He that before reſiſted 

| the meanes of grace , was now brought home 

by thoſe meanes. | 

But woe, faith the poore ſoule, you are now Oljce. 

come to the quicke ; this yery word is like a 
Milſtone about wy neck , to ſinke my fouls 

for ever; for this is the depth of that baſeneile 

that lies on me , that all the meanes doe not 
better me. Why , though Paxland the Jaylor 


'| were bad enough, yet they were made better 


by the meanes ; bur this is my hopelefſe cor- 
dition , that the meanes of grace prevailenor 
on mee. Is there ſuch a beart in hell as I; bow 
ill muſt ] needs be , when all the meanes in the 
world will doe mee no good? but, me thinkes, 


I feele wy heart more hard & ſtubborne under 
all 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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tainly hopeleſſe, when the meanes that ſhould 
ſoften me, doe but harden me, and make me 
worſe, 

 - This is the laſt plea whereby the devil] 

Hafs. holds down the heart of a poore ſinner ; but 

| let me anſwer thee, this hinders not neithge 

but that at leaſt thou maift have of mercy, 

therefore oblerye three patſages by way of an= 
fwer;- . 

| I Firſt, the Word aud meanes of prace doe 

work good , if it make thee more ſen{ible of 


it worke not that good, and after the ſame 
manner that thou deſireft, yer if it make thee 
ſee tby baſenes 8 bardneſſe of heart,& dalnes 
in regard of that body of death which bangs u- 
pon thee ; then the word workes in the beſt 
manner , becauſe it is afrer Gods manner, 


fick before it works ; ſoit is with the VVord ; 
thou baft a proud heart , and lifteſt up thy 
ſeifein thine owne abilities, and trufteft in 
thine owne ſtrength, and thinkeſt that thy 
care and improvement of the meanes would 
work wonders; but now the Word works 
ſweetly, whenit makes thee apprehenſive , 

that 


all Gods Ordinances. my condition is cer- 


thy bardnefle and dcadnefſe, though happily | 


howſoever not after thine : That Phyſick | 
workes moſt kindly, that makes the party 


drawne unto Chriſt. 5 
: | that a wounded ſoule is the gift of God , not 
of man, nor of the meanes; and therefore 
| the VVord makes thee looke ro God for it, and 
| toprize it when thou haſt it; andthe VVord 
makes thee looke to God to continue it ; to 
| feele deadneſle is life, andto feele hardneſſe 
is ſoftneſſe ; onely remember this one Cauti- 
ofi , except there bee ſome luftor diſtemper Caution. 
that thy heart bankers after , for then the 
VVord will harden thee, becauſe thou kar- 
deneſt thy ſelfe, 
Secondly , (marke this I beſeech you )thou 
| art the cauſe why thy heart is not foftned , & 
why the VVord works not upon thy ſoule ; 
the difteryper of thy owne keart hirders the 
' working of the VVord, and diſpenſation of 
| Godspro vidence , and the tenour of the Co- 
| venant of Grace ; thou muft not thinke to li- 
mit the Holy One of. Iſrael , for it is a Cove- 
' nant of Grace ; the Lord will not ftand vent 
| tothy bow, and give thee grace when thou 
wilt ; it is not for us to know the times & ſea» 13*,;+2 
| fons VVhar if the Lord will not gire thee «©; 
| grace this yeare nor the next, ncr allthy life, mercy. 
| if arthe laſt gaſpe hee will drop ina little fa- 
yor, itis more then he owes thee, there- 
| fore heare to day,2nd waite to morrow , and 
« continue fo doing , becauſe thou knowelt not 
v hen 


EE 
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x6 poore doubting 
w hen God may blefſe his owne Ordinances; 
&complaine not of delayes , bur waite , for 
God hath waited for you long , and therefore 
if he make you waite for peace of conſcience , 
& aſſurance of his love, the Lord deales equal. 


ly withyou, and as ſhall bee beſt for you; | 


God gives what , and when, and how be will, 
therefore waite for it, 


Z 
Reſt not 
{| pon du- 
ties, 


haſt reſted upon thine owne duties and ende- | 
avours, and thou doeſt not goe to God ; that | 
blefſerh the meanes and endeayours ; the fault | 
is thine owne, (Ifay) becauſe thou refteſt in | 
thine owne performances, and in the power | 
of the means that thou apprebendeRt , and | 
docſt not goeto God , that would have | 
wrought morethen all theſe : for did a man | 
depend upon Gods power and mercy in his| 
Ordinances, bee ſhould alwayes tinde ſome 

proportionable ſuccour, as well when be fin-| 
des noſncceſſe as when he findes any;for God| 
ſometimesgives, and ſometimes delayes, but| 
Gods love is as conſtant when he gives not , | 
as when he gives. Therefore labour to get 

| our from all carnall confidence in holy duties, 
[| andreftnot in thy performances, . but loocs| 
beyond all duties toGod, and defire him ta/ 
give thee ſuccelle aboye them; | 


Thirdly, know and conſider , that thou | 


Mary \ 
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drawne whte Chriſt. 


o#rs, Hee makes them the bottome to beare 
up bis conſcience,the ground wherect is this: 
Happily he findes and feeles by woful expe- 
rience,what the fruits of ſigne are. Hee ſees the 
venome of bis corruptions,and the Jamentable 
effe&s of all bis ſintul praRiſes, Hee thought it 
before a fine thing toſweare, & lye,and drink, 
and follow bafe company , but now they art 


| gravell to his hart, and pall to his ſoule. His 
| conſcience flieth in his face , and hee is ready 
| toſink down to hell. o»ſcience ſaith, theſe bee 


thy {finnes , and theſe will be thy damnation , 
they have been thy delight,burt they will prove 
thy ſhameand confuſion in the end, thou ſhalt 


| ſhertly finde the ſmart of them, To hell;away 


be packing 

Now this man hath no cyre for his con= 
ſcience bnt this,hee entreates Conſci-nce ro bs 
quiet , hee confeſſeth hee bath lived in baſe 
courſes,and bis condition is very milerable,but 


| now hee will reforme all;hee hath negleRed 


prayer heretofore,but now hee will pray ; hee 
hath hated Gods ſervants, but now hee will 
love them, hjs wayes have beene exc: eding evi!l 


| but now hee will reforme them, hee begins to 


| turne a new leafe now and thinkes that will 


y\ fervetbe tury, 


Thus manyv poore {oules ule 
_the 


12 


% Many a man makes his ſervices, bis Sayi- 


ee en, Es 


as The poore doubting (kriſtiar 
rhe means as Aediators , and fo fall ſhort of 
Chriſt. A gracious heart doth not onely pray, 
and hrare , and recerve , and uſe all potlible 
Meanes ro obraine Chrift ,, but hee is ceftlefſe 
and unſatisfied till he enjoy and poſ{c!le Chriſt 
in the meanes, Hee reſts not upg'" che bare 
performance of any duty , neither thinks by 
vertue of any of his endeavcucs, to Odtuiace 
part ia Chriſt, 

J will expreſse this particular more fully 
in this manner. A rich Uſurer that is {icke of 
_ {mediſeaſe, tell him ſach a Phyſitian can cure 

him , bur hee ſtands upon ftzte, hee will noc 
come without a greatdcale of charge < Charge 
{ſaith hee) I doe nct ſtard upon that I haue 
money encagh by mee ,that will fetcth him his 
ther.Such a man now placeth all his confidence 
in his money, So whea the foule ſees, the guilt 
of finne is not removed , and conſcience is ſtill 
foarliog, and the Law condemning bim , and 
Chriſt 's the onely Saviour, that can ſatisfe & 
cure ail, Bat how ſhall Chriſt be procured ? 
Why bis prazer,and faſting, ard performances 
will command him, by the power and merit of 
th: worke done , though be hath no promig 
forir, and {v by refting on his owne perfor- 
mances , {ils ſhort of Chriſt and ſalve- 
Lion, 


Oh, 
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Oh,faith 8 paore ſinner, ] would goe out of Objea, 


wy ſelfe,and I ſee ] reſt upon wy duties , but 
Zh" ood 


J cannot get out 0 ſelfe. 


I anſwer,it is Sathans ſubrilty ro keepe usin Anſw» 
our ſelyes here too , by endeayouring to make 


us goe out of our ſelyes by our owne ſtrength; 
and this is a marvailous depth of malice and 
cunning inthe devill, when he makes us be- 
leeve {and weout of jgoorance aredeluded} 
that wee bave power jn our owne hands to 
goe out of our {elves ; Noir is aſopervaturall 
worke,and the ſame hand muſt bring us out of 
our ſelves,that muſt bring us ro Chriſt: This 
Is jn truth ſo/fe-denial,whben the ſoule knoweth 
it bath nothing, and therefore is orer-powred 
with the mighty band of God , and the worke 
of bis Spirit,(o zbar the poore ſinner doth nos 
ſo much as expe& any power or ability in him. 
Felfe,or from the creature, in the war of ary 
duty;he knowes he is dead,and thcrefore can- 
pot help himſclfe, much lefle con the creature 
doe bim good,and therefore he lookes to hea- 
ven,and feekes all ſufficiency fromGod alone, 
Far {obſerve it) whiles that Jrbus thioke with 
my felfe , that I baye ability togoe out of my 
lelfe,I doe not then ſay,that I have a principle 
within me to deny my ſelfe , which is quite 
contgary , for iodepy a mans {elfc,isto know 
, | B 2 that 


$ elfe- l 
deniall 


what 
it 15, 


| | 


| 
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that he hath no power in himſelfe to doe any goul 
ſpirituall duty , therefore we muſtlooke _— all tir 
ly to the voyce of Chriſt . and know, that hed che @ 
thatcalls us from the wayes of darkneile, and (aid 
from our ſelves, muſt alſo bring us to Chriſt; path, 
therefore expe& power from Chriſt to plucke| fyr e 
thee out of thy ſelfe, & to make thee beleeve, ſeeiny 
for the ſame hand doth worke both, ſeein 
I would not haye a poore creature thinke| gt c 
thus with himſelfe, Jf this meanes and theſe T 
Ordinances wil! doe mee no good , and will feeli; 
not worke upon my heart , I ſhall never have| fiqde 
it;butſpeake thus unto God, and fay, Jn truth [ney 
Lord, I expe& no power from my lelte , not. of Gi 
from the meanes,but my refolution is, to look of G, 
up to him that hath hid his face from acob, | faith 
will not looke inward here for power, to re. filled 
ceive it from within my ſelfe, norto the Mi- Wor 

niſter, nor to the meanes, but I will waite ups that 
thee Lotd,and looke up to thy power, to work any « 
. by the meanes. Who # amongſt you that. feareth Þ]: 
the Lerd , andobeyeth the yoyce of his ſervants, thou 
that, walketh in darkneſſe , and hath no light of | toG 
comfort, let him truF in the name of the Lord,& theſe 
Sſtry himſciſe up2n bisGod, When all other things 7, | 
in the world faile, let the ſoule then looke up refr« 
ro the Lord,and looke out from it (elfe; rhisis thou 
rae fitteſt time of all ro meete with God ; I and 

| woald * 


arawne unto. Chriſt, 2X 


ay would have a Chriſtian chuſe this time above 
ne-| all times ro meete his Saviourin , and this is 
hes the encly time to diſappoint Sathan ; for, as 
nd I (aid before, it is the laſt refuge that the devill 
iſt batb,and if he miſle this opportunity, hee is 
ke, for ever conquered, Thus the finner partly 
Ve, ſeeing the beauty of grace will nor, and partly 
ſeeing the baſeneſſe of his owne heart , dares 
ke not come to Chriſt, . 
ele, Then in the next place it is want of ſenſe 8 
all feeling , which hee would have and cannor 
ve finde; therefore the diſtreſſed ſoule faith, Alas, 
tb Inever knew what it was to have the aſſurance 
"t, of Gods loye, Inever received any evidence 
ok ' of Gods fawour , and ſhall I thinke that I have 
> | faith? They that beleeve have their hearts 
e. filled withjoy unſpeakable and glorious , the 
Ii- Word reyeales this , but I am a ftranger to 
PO that joy , how canT then thinke that I bave 
rk any worke of faith wrought in me; | 
tt Tanſwer , this doth not hinder either that Anus 
77, thou haſt not faith,or that thou maiſt not com 
of | toGod by beleeving , therefore remember 
& thele three particulars, 
ps 1, Firſt,thou muſt not thinke to have joy 6 
Ip refreſhing before thou goe to the promiſe, but 
iS thou muft looke for it,when thou doeſt chew 
I and feed upon the promiſe : thou wouldeſt 
dat Has 
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have the Lard to give thee all the bargaine 
before rhow make the match:This joy is a fruit 
that proceeds from farrh after much wreſtling, 
it doth not follow from faith at the fic ; firf 
beleeve,and then joy ; the heart is neyer filled 
with joy before beleeving ; bur afcerwards 
when thou haſt had the ſweet dew of the com« 
fort of the promiſe many a day , then looke 
for this joy. | 
2, Seccndly know that theſe joyes, and this 
ſenſe and feelingmay be abſent from faith : 4 
man may bave a good faith, and yet want the/ 
relliſh and ſweetnetſe which he longs after:4 
man may want his deſizings,and yer want nei- 
ther life nor heate:A tree may want leay<s and 
fruit, and yet want neither ſapp nor moyfture: 
A mans faith may bee ſomewhat ſtrong, when 
his feeling is nothing at all : David was jufti- 
fied and ſanQtified , and yer wanted this joy; 
and fo Fobrefted upon GUD when hee had 
bur little feeling,as when be ſaith: Thou makeſt 
mee a Butt to ſhoot at ; yer T will nut in thee 
thongh thog kill mee. Thetefore build nor your 
comfort upon (ſenſe and feeling,but goe to the 
romiſe, | 
3. Thirdly, the Saints of God many times 
are deprived of comfort , not becauſe God 
with-holds it , but becauſe they put ir _ 
gNemse 


- 


— 
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themſelves, and will not bave ir , thongh he 
offer it,as David: My ſoule refiiſed comfort, like pr 
a{ullen childe , that will oor eare bis Milke, 
becauſe hee hath ir not in the golden diſh: So 
becaufe God doth not for you what you 
would , you will haye nothing at all, Thefe 
are the maine hinderances :1 might adde ma- 
ny more , for carnali reafon is very fruifull 
chis way, and wee throy2h our owne folly and 
the devils ſubcilty,are apr to abuſe things,and 
make them hinderances in our way to cter- 
nall kappinefle. I come now tothe cures of 
all our impediments , for if ve had the wil- 
dome and care , wee ſhould have, we mighr 


break through them all and come to Chrift. 


The meanes are efpecially fonre, whereby wee 
may bee inwardly fortified againſt them, and 
at Jaft be able to overcome thems. : 

The firft cure and helpe is this : We muſt 77/77 
not looke too long , nor pore too much or un- paige 8: 
warrantably upon our gwne corruprions , fo 01,;c 
farre as to be feared. or diſhearrened from 
comming to the riches of Gods orace ; for 
this is an everlaſting tryth , that whatfoever 
{:oht of fin unfits a man for mercy , when hee 
may take it,and it is offered to bim,that fight 
of fin is ever finfull , though ithave never fo 
tzire a pretence of ſorrew and deepe humi- 
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liation : as we thinke many times , Had ] a 
ſouleſothroughly humbled and bruiſed , and 
True foforth, The devill oft keepes us iv finne, 
| godly by poring upon our ſinnes , when we thinke 
| ſorow hereby to be carried from our ſinnes ; That 
4 £24? 7? courſe thus is a finfull courſe, Tell not me 
” of lorrow,aud repentance, and humiliation, 
all that ſorrow and humiliation is naught that 
keepes a man from receiving mercy, when it 


is offered ;, See this in Abraham, bee bad this 


promiſe , that hee ſhould have a ſonne in bis 


| Rom.g. old age; He being not weake tn faith regards not | | 
hu old age or deadneſſe , nor the barrenneſſe of ' 


L 3 9. 
| Sarahs womb, but beleeved in him who had pro- 


miſed it,and there he reſts and ftayes; hee ſaw | 


his body was dead, yer there was aliving pro- 
miſe ; and what though S47a/s wombe was 
barren,yet the promiſe was fruitfull, he knew 
his owne deadnefſle and her barrenneſſe , bur 
hee conſidered them not : So we muſt ſee our 
finnes,and conſider our many weakneffes, but 
never ſo ſettle ourſelves with , or confider 
of themſo, as to be hindered from comming 
to God for mercy, which hee freely offers us, 
and wee ſtand in need of, for while the ſoule 
of a man is dayly plodding upon his owne 
miſery,and diſtempers, theſe 2 things follow. 
1, Firſt, we ſtop the ftreame of Gods promiſe, 
and let downe the ſluce agairſt it, ſo that the 
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| promiſe cannot come into our ſculcs, 

'2, Andſecondly , wee let open the ſtreame 
| and floud-gate of corruption, and make it ro 
ranne mot yiokently in upon us , and inthe 
end to overwhelme us, and the inconvenience 
ariſing bereby , will ſlay the beſt Chriſtian itn 
the world; for what can a man get our of his 
corruption ? Hee can have no more thereof 
| theo is thereto be had; it is vaine to loyke for 


| |} cofort where it is not to be had,ir may dilteat 


| ten us,but never incourage us,See the humili- 
| ty and wiſedome of the woman of Cana, 
| ſheefollowes Chriſt, bur be liſtens nor to ber , 
) but pives her the repulle,and calls her avg gr, 
| and faith , you Gentiles are dogges g ana ths 
| Goſpell of grace and Salvation is the C/1/- 
drens bread, Now if ſhe had onely con- 
ſidered the words of Chriſt , and onely 
looked into her owne balenefle, ſhee hacSnc= 
ver come to receive mercy and comfort , but 
ſhe ſaith: Truth Lord, I ama dopg7yer rie 
; dogges eate of the crumames that fall from their 
' Mafters table, Thereare 2ihings here which 
doe expretſe the frame of a gracious beart that 
is truely wile to attend to its owne baſ-neile, 
/ber:humility & wiſedom;as it the had faid: Thou 
{ ſaiſt Iam aGentile,8& a Dog,I cofeſle it,yet tao 
\ Jam a Dog,I will not goout of the dores bur 


4 Ire uuder the table for mercy; So we muſt an4 
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ought , when our corruptions come in upon 
us,a0d we our felves damned creatures, let us 
then ſay : In trath, E»rd, ] am as bad as thy 

word can {peake,yer let us not flee away from 
| mercy,but lie at the feere of our Saviour, 

It is fit, and w2 ought to fee ovr finnes, but 
ſtay not too long here ; f-e thy finnes thou 
muſt, but not be {cr'ed thereon, ſo as to be kept 
from Cbriſt ; that ſight of finve which doth 
notdrive a man to Chriſt for mercy , is ever 
ſinfult, Labour therefore to ſee thy finnes, 
thus : 


How to Firſt,fee thy fianes till thou ſee them odious 
ſee finne and loathſome, 
. SY . Py . 
ar1g/1t, Secondly, till thou fee an utter inſufficiency 


in thy {elfe to fatisfic for them, 

Thirdly, tiil thou bat ſeene an abſolute ne. 
cefty of Chriſt to ſuccour thee ; and then 2» 
way ſpeedily ro the throne of Grace , and 
dwell nolonger on thy finnes , for there is par- 
don enough to remove the guilt that ſinne 
hath brought upon thy foule , there is power C- 
nough to make thee maſter thy corruptions. 
Indecd every foule ſhould fay thus : It is true 
Lord,my finnes are many and great,for I bay e 
departed from thee the fourtaine of bliſſe: 
Burt (hail I 20e on yet further from thee , and 
perhiſt incvill d Gove forbid. All this white 
: '_ I ipeake 


dr iyne nuto (hit, 27 
{ ſpeake to broken-hearred Chriftians You 
propbane ones, you have your portion alrea- 
dy.and ſhall have more afterwards, therefure 
a while ſtand you by , and ler the Children 
come to their ſhare, 

Th: Lo1d lookes is him that ts of an humble & Elity. 
contrite heart, and that trembles before bh., AG66 2. 


poore creature cannot but oblcrye every Opencs, 


word, and tremble at every truth. Fercis!cl- 
yation indeed ( faith hee) bur ir is not mire, 
here is mercy,burT have no partinit; and tw 
hee ſhakes at the apprehenhon , concluding 
ccrtainly I ſhallnever enjoy it. Now mvke 
what the text ſaith : The Lord look es at ſich a 
trembling ſoule , that is, he caſts [weet in11m2 
tions of his goodneile & kindneffe upon him, 
andfaich ; Thou poore trembling finncr , to 
thee be irſpoken , I have an eye rowards thee 
in the Lord leſus Chriſt, 

Comfort yee,comfer: yes my people (ith the 
Lord) beak comfortably to leruſavem, andciy 
wnto her that her warfare i acrompliſhe d,ana ht 
iniquity is pardoned,tell Teriiſalem: fhe is accepita,, 
il her what my minde is, Sorthe Lord faithto 
his Minifters : Speake to the hearr of ſuch aa _ 
humbled pen'tent ſinner, tell him from MEE, 
tell him from Heaven, teil him from the Lord 
Leſus Chriſt, te)] bin from under the Land ws 

the 
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the Spirit, his perſon is accepted , and his fins 
are done away , and he ſhall be looked upon 1n 
mercy, 

Epbramm is the pi&ture of a ſoule truly bum. 
bled,in whome we may ſee the bebaviour of a 
true penitent towards G.d, and Gods d-aling 
towards him, The Text faith, Surely f haue 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſclfe (there's the 
heart bruken & thirſting )rhou haſt chaftiſed mee, 
and } was chaſtiſed, tu ue thou to mee,and I ſhall 
be turned: thou art the Lord my G O D,Suarcly af- 
zer that I was turned I repented, aud after that 1 
was #nſtrutted , f ſmote upon my thigh, I was a- 
ſhamed, yea even confonnded, becanſe 1 did beare 
the reproach of my youth. As if the {inner ſhould 
ſay,l am the wretch that haue ſeene al! the 
meanes of grace in abundant meaſure,and yet 
ncyer profited under the ſame. The Lord hath 
corrected me, but I would not be tamed ; He 
bath inftrated me but I would not learnc, 
Lofd rurne mee, Thou art my God;l have no- 
thing in my ſelfe; Nay , now I ſee the evills 
which beforcT neuer perceiued;And I obſerve 
thebaſeneſſe of my courſe now, which before 
Inever conſidered ; And Iam aſhamed of my 
abuſe of grace revealed, I am even confoun- 
dedin thefenfe of thoſe abomipations which 
my (oule hath harboured, 

ys This 
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"mark Gods anſwer: Ephra:m is my ſonne, he ts 4 


reares,I heard all thole prayers, and tooke no- 
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This is the mourning of a poore ſinner; Now 


pleaſant, childe , for fince 1 Spake againFt him, I 
doe earneftly remember him ſtill , therefore my 
bowells are trowbled for him, 7 will [we haue mer- 
cy upon him. As who ſhuuld ſay , I obferved 
all theſe ſecrets fighes , I conſidered all; thoſe 


tice of all thoſe complaints , and my bowels 
earne towards this poore ſinner, that ſeekes ta 
mee for mercy, - And the truth is, ] will ems 
brace him with my loving kindneſle, |; 
Now the ſecond means of cure is this, take 2.Helg 
heed of judging thy «fate by carnall reaſon ; 
withour'therule , as thus it is the faſhion of 
poore diftrefled ſpirits, to paſſe fearefull ſen- 
tence upon themlelves 'upon groundlefle ar- 
ouments,and toſay,I never found it,l feele no 
ſuch ſuch thing, andI feare it is not ſo, Thus 
we beare thoſe carnal pleas which Satban helps 
us to invent, & we judge our ſelves by them: 
Now, I ſay,take heedof this, and make con- The dad 
: | e dan 
ſcience of this ſame, as of any other finne of |, ,-* 
ſwearing, ſtealing, whoring, or murther , for Judging 
this is as truely a ſivae as thoſe , though not our ſelv{ 
ſo great ; Nay, it is a greater fin than you raſhly. | 
you imagine. Coſ1der this yeu hnmble-hearted : 
Chriſtians, for coyou I ſpeake; for when upon 
thele | 
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theſe grounds thou concludeſt thy cafe and 
eſtate is naughc: lee againſt how many Come 
mandements thou finneft, 

Firſt, thou diſhonoureft God and the worke 
of his grace ; in denying that wbich G OD 
bath done f."r thee , & {peakeſt unrepently a- 
gairſi God; hou art a murderer, and woundeft 
ty owne ſoule ; thou robbeft thy!eife of come 
forr,and art ath:efe ; and thou be..reſt falſe wit 
2e/c againſt tbive owne heart , yea againſt 
C:rift,and bis Spirir, aad the worke of grace 
wrought in thee , aud joyneft with the the 
devill apairſt che Lord C hriff, 

But thou wilt fay,l ſpe:ke as I thinke, That 
hiedess nut , but that thou beareſt falſe wit» 
pofle : as weeſec,if a man affirme {ach aone 
isa drunkard and knowes it not , this man 
bearcs flic wirnetic, becauſe though the man 
bee a drunkard , vet hee Knowes it not 2: So 
thou {ayeit thou haſt nothing , when as thop 
doft onely feare it,aud (uſpect ir, and the likes: 
F ipeake this the rather , becauſe of the finfull 
diftewper that creepes in upon the bearrs of 
many broken hearied Chr; ſtizns, that our of g 
ſelfe-willd r. de of carnal] reaſon , and a vile 
havnt that they have gor, their hearts are per- 
{waded that they doe well rodcelo, and they 
are never well except they doe thus, 
| Bat 


_ >—_ 
Bw 2 
=o Þ, 


| 


| plaine,and the Scriptures arcevidently againft 


Bat ſach us theſe (merke it, when reaſon is 


| them, they doe not ſo much attend what the 


— 


Miniter {aitb, bur they ſtand and invent how 
they caay anſwerthe Miniſter,and fo put away 
cheir owane comforts, Let the feare of God 
tall upon every ſoule that heares this , and 
know that howfoever you have taken leave 
to you (elves, and have tuken up pleas againft 
tte truth, yer now goe your wayes , and 
mourne for it, and wonder that the Lord hath 
pot taken away all the comfort of bis grace, 
and all the motions of bis Spirit from you, 

The Prophet David prayed the Lord to 
tarne aw#y bus eyes from beholding vanitic : now 
if God muſt doe that, then much more muſt 
hee turne away our hearts from attending to 
vanitiess I muſt attend to Gd, and rhe yoice 
of his Spicit,but toliften to thoſe carnall pleas 


| which1 have uo warrant to doe, I finne deep» 


_ 


[ 


{ 


ly,8 burt my owne ſoule davgerouily there- 
by. No man would deale vith a cheator; car- 
yall reeſanis a cheator, therefore let us nor 
attend thereto,unleffe wee reſolve ro be coze- 
ved ; and if the danger of the finne cannot, 
wake us doe rhis, then ler the forow that will 
come by ir canſtraine us : Behold all you thats 
kendle a fire, and that compaſie zorr ſelves _ 
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with the ſparkl:s that yee have kindled,, this foal 
you have at my hand, yee ſhall lie downe in ſorrow 
L wil ſh:w what is ment by ſparkles, & what by 
fire ; 1n the old Law you know there was bea- 


venly firecontinually inthe Santuary,that ſha- | 
dowed out ro us the will and wiſdome of God | 


in bis word: bur there was alſo ſtrang fire that 
is, there were diyers ſparkles of their own 
imaginations,and concelits ; every poore Crea- 
ture caries his tinder boxe about him, and hee 
is ever kindling of itz which the Lord doth not 
allow of: In that text are two things: firſt,that 
the heart ot man will naturally invent c:rnall 
- reaſons and pleas againft it ſelfe,and be ſerled 
upo them:{econdly,the ifſue that follows ther« 
upoo: This ſhall yee have of mine band, you 
fhil lie down in your owne ſorrow, W hen the 
Scriptures are cleere,and reaſons are evided, 
and yer you will have your owne deviſes thus 
much Irell you,you ſhall lie downe in ſorrow 


i 
[ 
1 
' 


— 


| 
j 


atlaftand you may rhank your ſelves for ir; | 


away with your tinder-boxes therefore, abale 


your ſelves before the throne of grace and bee | 


at lengi wile to {alyation . 
Ho extery one that thirfeth(faitn God by his 


Pro-pher)come and buy withoue money , take of 


| 


| 


:2e well of water of life, and liue for ever freely , | 


Manr a poore Miniſter would faine leave his 


COMN® | 
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al | commodity behinde him, and faith : You muſt 
W | haveit, and you ſhall haye it; it is your por- 
Yy | tion,and belongs of right unto you ; vve are 
a* | eyen taine to Gs Gods favours upon the 
4” | ſoule. Webeieech you to beleeve,and vve in- 
d | treate you forthe Lord JE SUS ſake toro 
it | ceive mercy and humble your hearts, p 


me | But will any man take thele fayours? 

ſo No beloved, many ſvveet promiles , and 
- many admirable precious things of grace and 
) 


ſalvation are revealed, but men neither paſſe 
It | nor careto receive benefit by them, Some - 
Il | carnall plea or other eyades all, This argues 
d | plainely your ſmaleftimationof CHRIST. 
"* | Apoore hungry ſinner that is apprehenſive of 
| hisovvne yveakneſſe and feebleneſle , longs 
© | till the feaſt-day commeth , that hee may par« 

» | taketheſe delicates, Oh how carefully will bee 
'* | liſten , and how diligently will hee attend 
- what the Miniſter ſaith ; and if the Word 
2 comes home to his conſcience inlightning his 
© | heart,and reproving him. of his ſecret corrup- 
© | tion, he cries out, I am in great trouble, good 
. | Lord comfort me : Iam fullof doubts,good 
>| Lord reſolve me :  ] am ignorant in ſpirituall 
f | things,good L.teach me:I have a proud,ſtour, 
> | ſtubborn heart,good L, bumble me, Take this 
* | foragenerallrule, A good heart is allwayes at 
5 | C befteaſe, 


24 The poore dowbting Chriſtian 
eaſe, when the Word worxes moſt, But a 
wicked graceletle perſon is then beſt , when 
the Word workes leaſt upon him. Therefore 
when he thinkes the Minifter will come cloſe 
to his ſuule, hee will nor bee at home that day, 
he will beſureto be out of Towne, he knowes 
the Word would awaken him , and affright 
him,znd hee cannot beare the blow, therefore 
he keepes away , and ſhunnes the hearing of 
Gods Word , which would worke upon 
him, 

But thirdly, let us be marvellouſly wary & 
watchtull, rhat wee enter not into the liſts of 
diſpute with Sathan,upon thoſe points which 


| 


are beyond the reach of man ; as thus ro fay, ] | 


am not ele&ed,therefore G O D will nor doe 
me good,it is yaine for mee to uſe the meanes; 
my time of mercy is gone, oh the day of grace 
that I have ſeene the Lord knocked ſweetly, 
and was pleaſed to reveale my finnes at ſuch 
a time : but then hard-hearted wretch that I 
was , I ſhut the doore of my heart againſt the 
Lord IESUS CHRIST, and now itis gone 
and paſt, now there is no hope for ever of re- 
ceivin mercy againe : If thedevill ger thee 
bere, all thy corafort is gone , for upon this 
ground a man ſhall never receive reſt to bis 
heart while the world ftands ; for if no man 

can 
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dravone unto (hiſt, 35 
can ever know the thing , how ſhall I be able 
to give, or any imanto take comfort? Looke 
as it is with a poore travelling man that _ 
eth among theeves, who come and promiſo to 
cary hima neerer way, and at laft they bring 
bim into a wood vykere no paſſengers come, 
and there they doe what they will with him : 
Soitis vvith a poore foule, yyken the devilll 
gets him into thele ſecret diſputes of Gods e- 
ternall counſel], there are no paſſengers come 
this vvay,therefore thou art yoide of luccour, 
and Sathan may exerciſe his pleaſure in terri- 
fying thy poore ſcule. Therefore for your di- 
reQion in this cale obſerve three rules. 

x. Firſt, let the Soule in this caſe ſtay it ſelfe 
upon the the almighrinefſe of the power of 
God, 1 am God all: ſufficient. : if thou arr per- 
{waded of the al-ſuficiency of GOD , this 
will helpe thee : God can doe tnore than thoa 
canft thinke, Heeis able, and will doe thee 
good, though thou know it not ; and there- 
fore obſerve thus much , the ſoule never 
doubts of Gods will, but it doubts of his pow- 
eralſoin ſome meaſure. 

2, Secondly , check thine owne heart for 
medling with Gods ſecrets , and prying into 
his hidden counſels ; let no mau goe beyond 


bis bounds: Jr appertaines not to thee to dive 
C 2 into 


lt. Eſrv 55 
7.89, 


36 The poore doubting Chriſtian 

into this myſtery . Secret things belong ts God, 
but revealed things belong to us: and Who hah 
knowne the mind of God , ſaith Paz!, Mark this, 
you that will be going up into the skies to 
know what Gods ſecret minde is, keepe your 
ſtatio wiſely,for the devil & all the devills in 
hel neyer knew the minde of the Lord. W he 
Ionas cried againſt Niniveh,ſaying,within for- 
ty dayes all you drunkards,and adulterers {hal 
be deſtroyed: marke there how the King ſtayes 
himſelte, ſaying, Who ci tell ifthe Lordwill re- 
peat and ſtay his fierce wrath that we periſh 
not. When the devill tells thee thus and faith, 
God hath appointed a way to ſalvation, and 
you have had the meanes,and did nor profit by 
them , therefore God will neyer ſhew you 


' mercy.nor giue you grace:hovw ci the devil tel 


thac?nay, all the devills in hell cannor tell : ler 
mee walke in that courſe which God hath ap- 
pointed and commanded, and doe that vyhich 
I ought ,andler me ſay, vvho knoyves but God 
may breake the heart of a proud rebellious 
{11ner ,none but God knovves it. 

Thirdly, Meaſure not the riches of Gods 
love,and the ſvyectnefſe of his grace according 
to your ovyne concelits, and do not thinke 
that becauic you cannot conceiue it,therefore 
God vvill not doit : Let the wicked forſake his 
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wayes , and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
ſaith the Prophet : that is, All you wicked 
ones, ad you that bave lived lead[y,returne 
from your wicked wayes,and from your vaine 
imaginations, for he will abundantly parden. i 

But will the Lord pardon all my finnes , 0Ljef. | 
faith the ſoule, ] cinot think it,[f ] werea God 
Iſhould never paſſe by ſuch intolerable things, j 

And becauſe you cannor , you thinke God Anſwe if 
cannot : Yes,faiththe Lord,I can abundantly q 
pardon,fer my thoughts are not your thoughts 
nor my wayes as your wayes, Apoorecrea- 
ture thinkes his finnes are unpardonable, and 
he ſhall never get aſſurance of Gods love, 

You are mex,laith the Lord , and have finite 
thoughts,but Iam God, and have mercy infi- 
nitely,when you thinke I have no mercy. 

But there were neverany ſuch received to gy;,q, 
mercy , faith the ſoule , and therefore why 
ſhonld ] be the man? 

VVben CHRIST had wrought many ftrayge 4nſ”- 
miracles,the people ſaid,there were never any 
ſuch thiogs done in I'rael ; And therefore it is 
plaine , God can doe things that never were 
done the like: He doth great things pas finding 705 9.19 
out, and wondrous without number , ſaith Fob : 
therefore judge not Gods power and love 
by wat thou canft conceive, 
25 C 3 The 


=_ 


Jl; Pſal.42 
{7.8 5+ 


; the doubting heart:) Will the Lord leſus ac- 


28 The poore doubting (hriftian 
The beſt Chriſtians are moſt ſuſpitiaus of 
themſelves.and none fuller of doubts & feares, 
then thoſe that haue leaft caule to f-are their e- 
ſtates are bad. Sathan makes it bis chiefe worke 
to prieyeand terrifie thele : And their owne 
diftruftfull hearts are alwayes raiſing falſe ſur- 
miſes,and putting mercy from them,as if they 
were hired by the devill, to take his part in 
pleadirg againſt themſelves, Therefore it is 
worth our obſerving what Davialaith Pal. 
42. The Lord ſhatl command his loving kinave ſie 
in the morning, It is a phraſe taken from 
Princes and great Commanders, whcf: words 
area Law. So God will ſend forth his lovin 
kindaeſſe to a truly humbled Chriſtian with 
a command, As if he ſhould ſay,Goe love and 
everlafting mercy , take thy Commifhon,and I 
charge thee goe to that poore broken-hearted 
ſinger, goe to that poore , hungry,and thirſty 
ſoule: goe and proſper and prevaile, and ſetle 
my love upon bis heart , whether he will or 
no. Thus the Lord cbarges his loving kind= 
neſſe to doe good to poore ſinners , and by his 
owne Almightinetſe ſtayeth the Soule , when 
it is ready to finke under the burtben of its 


tranſpreſſions, 
What, ſhallI have mercy ? No, No, ſaith 


cept 


drawne unto ChrifF, 29 
cept me? Noſurely.Could Ipray fo,and had 
I thele parts,and could I performe duties af- 
ter this aud this manner,then there were lome 
hope,but alas there is no mercy for me. 


- 
Let mee tell thee who ever thouart , God 471w. 


invites thee in particular , and all the ſweer- 
nefſe in Chriſt, and his precious promiles, ap- 
pertaine to thy ſonle,and thou haſt as great an 
zotereſt in them , as any ſervant of God iu the 
world whatſoever. , 


No, No,faith the trembling foule, I cannot 04j-2. 


beleeve ir;fuch a wretch as I goe to heaven It 
cannot be;heaven,ſ{hall ratber fall chen I come 
there, Thus,the diſcouraged finner knocks off 
mcrcy,and ſhuts the do.re againſt himlelfe, 
Now when all carnall cealonings, and high 
Imagirations , {as Paxl calls them ) have raiſed 
up ſtrong bolds againſt mercy and comfort; 
when the word cannot for rhe preſent lettle 
peace in the ſoule , God is faine atlaſt-to co2= 
»and loving kindnefle , and ſend him vvith a 
Commiſhon from heaven , ſaying , I charge 
you , breake open the doore cf the heart of 
ſuch a finner,rend thar vaile of ignorance thar 
is before his eyes , ſilence all his doubts and 
feares ; And I charge you, go home to that 
ſaule, & cheere it, refreſh it with the ſenſe of 
my fayour,and fill it with the aflurance of my: 
loye, C 4 | Whwefs 


| 


| 


49 The poore doubting Chriſtian. 


| Roms, Whiles we were enemies , faith the Apoſile, | 


Chri#t died for w, The Lord ſends from Hea- 


ven to a poore miſerable creature , Commend | 


my love , commend my mercy toſuch a di. 
ſtreſſed foule,& tell bim though he hath beene 
an enemy to mee , yet I ama friend to him, 
Tell him though hee bath beene a Traytour to 


mee, I haye beenea gaod King to him, Hee | 


hath beene a rebell to mee, bur tell him have 
beene a loving GOD to him, Teil him his 
ſinnes are pardoned, his perſon accepted , and 
his foule ſhal be ſaved. 1 ell bim bis figbesand 
groanes are heard , and his prayers obleryed 
in Heaven ; let him know that the Lord Ieſns 
died for ſinners when they were ſinners. Make 
this good to his ſoule I charge you before you 
come back. | 
Therefore the fourth cure is this, and it is 
ſpecially ro bee obſerved above all in procee- 
ding with thy ſelfe in judgement;that is,Paſſe 


no ſentence apainſt thy foule,but according to . 


the evidence of the VVord : if thou art to be 
approved,let the word of GOD approve thee, 
and lethis word examine thee,if thou art to be 
examined;if the V Vordipeake for thee,it is no 
matter though a]l men and Angels ſpeake a- 
gainſt thee;and if the word condemne thee, it 
15 no matter who ſpeakes for thee : what 


though 


| by 


dravwne unto Chriſt. 4r 
| though ſome wrai'g).ng rayler ſtep in,and will 
be determining the caules before the Judges 
nd | comes ; yeta wile man will ſtay till the Iudge 
di= | comes,and wait his leiſure, Dzale thou fo with 
ne | thine owne foule, pur not the cale to be tryed 
| by a company of peeviſh carnall reafons , bur 
to | ftay till the word come, and judge thy lelte 


B 


ce | by that,and bold to that for ever, The light 5 


< 
a 


| that which manife$teth all things ; the meaning 
| is this, the 1i2ht of the word, and the eyidence 
1d | of Geds truth manifeſted to the ſoule of Gods 


d | people; all ſenſeand feeling of carnall reaſo- 


— 
oo 


d | ning,arelike fogges and miſts which make a 
15 | manthat hee cannor ſee the way;butbring him 
e | tothelight , and then bis ſtate and condition 


un |} will be manifeſted what itis, Learne of me Mat.nz. | ! 
(faith our Saviour ) and you ſhall finde 1e#t ta 29» 


S | you ſoules: And the Plalmiſt faith, / will ene 
- | quire what the Lord will ſay : Sofay thou,l will 
e | not hearken what carnall reaſon will ſay, The 
) 


_— 


want of this is the cauſe why we havelo many 

2 | diſtrations and diſquietments, and are ſtill in 

, | doubtings,becauſe he that teacheth us is a de- 
> + luder. 4” 

) | For the poore ſoule faith , VVhat, ſhall 

have anintereft in Chriſt , ſhall I have title to 

the promiies > Nay,this belongs to thoſe that 

; are broken-hearted; indeed if I had ſuch pow- 
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42 The poore donbting Chriſtian 
er againſt corruption, ſuch heavenly minded- 
nes,and this and that, there were ſome hopes, 


butlam lo full of weaknefle, and many times | 
led captive by my rebellious heart ; thar itis - 


209 apparent I never bad ſaving grace, nay,l 
feare | never ſhall have it truly wrought in 
my loule, 

But who told you ſo,and where learned you 
this Religion ? I am ſure you never learned it 
of Chriſt, VVho, or, what word tells you, If ] 
have ſuch corrupriss,l ſhal vever have grace? 
not the word of Chriſt, I am lure: wherefore 
I charge you bold to the truth of the word; 


Learne of me, ſaith {h1jh, and put nor your , 


cauſe to bee decided by carnall reaſun , nor 
hearken what it relleth you ; for if you take 
that courſe , you [hill never come ro Chriſt 
whilſt the world Randerh: Learne of the Lord 
Chriſt,for his word is faithFull, and his promi- 
ſefure,and ther you {hall ftiude reft as ſtrong 
as Mount S100 ; itis that word whereby thou 
ſhalt be judged at the great day, when lenſe & 


teeling {Hall be caſt qur for wranglers,and ne- . 


ver come into Court, T hus much of the foure 
cures:I will now propound foure rules how a 


man may order himle/fe aright in this courſe, ' 


fo that he may repaire to the word ar all- 


times,as he ought to doe, and gaine cyidence 
there 


drawne unto Chriſt, 43 


there for eftabliſhing his heart in peace ana 
tranquilitys 


Rules to diref3 a Chriſtian how to uſe the 
Word of God for the evidence of 15 
aſſurance, 


Firſt, touſe the yyord of God aright : as rv'er. 
thou muſt in all conditions thar concerne thy 
ſoule repaire to the Word , fo thou muſt con- 
fider thine obyne uprightenetle , and whar 
work of prace is in thy ſoule,that will a {wer 
the word, and teſtife that the worke of grace 
;1Istrue : Be ſure to take thy ſouleat the beſt; 
doe not alwayes conſider what is the wort 
part in thee , nor thy failings that way accule 
thee onely , butif there be avy uprightneſfie 
that may ſp .ake for thee, hezre that allo; I is 
injuſtice for any Court to heare one fide, ard 
not another : The Lord doth nor lic at catch 
with his children , but he takes them art the 
' beſt: as Rom 4.22.it is {aid that Abrahams be. 
leeved the promiſe , and it was imputed to him for 
71ighteouſneſſe: yet in the 12.0f Gen. we lec hee 
bad ſome doubtings,but God tooke himat'the _ 
| beſt, and ſorecords this of bis faith, So we gt 
(ee that Sarah is ſpoken of as a gracious wo- (;.,, 18 


man, and a patterne for womenin calling her x2 
Ys "IST by hui. 


44 The poore doubting Chriftian_ 


huſband Lord which was a figne of an humble am 
heart ; but yet wereade that ſhe derided the hol 
meſſage of the Lord by the Ange!] ; yer not-, cot 
withſtanding the Lord buries that, and onely in 
mentions the other in the commendation of chi 
her. Now as the Lord deales with his ſervants, [for 
{o muſt we deale with out (elves , whatſoever | no! 
is found (incere and upright , obſerve that as, |tef 
well as the other , nay rather before the other, | Ye 
If a man ſhould have his cauſe handled in any |is 
Court after this faſhion,and they ſhould one- | be! 
ly obſerve the failings in his cauſe , the beſt | tak 
cauſe may happily go againſt a man, therefore pal 
the Court will heare all read;as if any Bond or - I « 
Bill come in,orany matter of apreemeat,they | th: 
will heare all : If a man have an Indenture, | of 
and the Lawer onely opens and reads the fai. | bis 
Jings init , and that which ſeemes to make a- It 

gainfſt the party,if the Indge onely heare that, to 
it muſt needes goe againſt him, and therefore Bu 
the manſaith, Good my Lord heare all : and Pr 
when they finde it written that ſuch a debt is bo 
paid, and the party ſatisfied , then the cauſe ' £0 
goes well ; whereas if they had heard onely of 
the firſt part,and not the ſecond , hee had loft fri 
all. So, many bring in oreat inditements a- ha 
oainſt themſelves,and ſay,Oh what pride and *!! 
ſtubbornneſle is in my heart , oh how weake M 

am ? 
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mble am T, and dull, and dead, and backward to 
1 the holy duties > How carelefſe of injoying 
'not- , communion with GOD > How negligent 
nely in ſifting and trying my owne heart , in wat- 
2n of ching over my ſenſes, and mourning in ſeeret 
ants, 'for my daily failings ? Ir is true,but art thou 
ever |not troubled with thele, and is it not the grea- 
at as; \teſt pgriefe of thy foule that lies upon thee 2 
ther, | Yea,faith the poore ſoule, I confeſſe my heart 
1any |is weary of theſe, and I could bee content to 
one- | bee any thing, that I could not bee thus : Now 
beſt | take thy ſoule on this fide , and heare the beſt 
fore part: as it is with a mans band and the ſtaffe, 
d or - I compare the promiſe toa Raffe , you know 
they | the backe of a mans hand cannot take hold 
-ure, | of the ſtaffe, but let him turne the palme of 
 fai- | bis hand to the ſtaffe , and then hee can take 
:ea- It : So turne thou the right ſide of thy foule 
that, to the promile , and then thou maiſt take it ; 
fore Bur we turne the back-ſide of our hearts to the 
and promiſe, when the ſoule faith, Oh my ftub= 
2t is bornneffe is grear , and mine inabilities and 
aufe * corruptions are many ; This is the wrong {ide 
nely of thine heart, and this will ever hinder thee 
loft fromraking hold of the promiſe:But thy ſoule 
ts a- bates theſe, andis weary of them ; this is the 
and right f1de of the heart » curne that ro the DIO. 
ake mile, : 

am ? Second» 


46 The poore doubting (ntflian 

Rule 2, Secondly , Labour to have thy conſcience 
{etled and eſtabliſhed in that truth which now 
out of the Word thou haſt gotren , to beare jy 


witneſſe of the work of grace in thee ; Forif 
there bee atiy wantof the aſſurance of Gods 
love,and if the evidence of the worke of grace 
come not powerfally in upon thy heart , but 
there is ſome guilt of ſinne til] remaining, 
then conſcience will breed new broiles , and 


continually nip and d.{quier the heart; There. . 


fore as w2 muſt have our judgemet informed 
by the Word that there is ſome good in us, (o 
we muſt get conſcience perſwaded of it, that 
conſcience may ſpeake for us : as the debtor, 
if he bee indebted to many creditors, he muſt 
agree withall ; forif hee agree with all ſave 
one, that one may impriſon him as well as all 
the reſt: Soit is with the poore diftreſſed ſou- 
le that lies at the mercy of the Lord , and is 
fo deepe in arerages that he cannot helpe 
himſelfe, he muſt labour to ſtil conſcience, 


that it doe not accule him , but be on his, 


fide. 
T he want of this is the cauſe why new ſuits 


and new bills are daily put up againſt us,one- 
ly becauſe conſcience is not pacified ;- Take a 
poore fianer that hath all his doubts and ob- 
je&ions anſwered, come to bim,and ſay: Are 

all 
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cs |Mthele all your doubrs and objeQions? yes : 
wy | & are they all anſwered?yes:8 have you now 
ire |49y thing to ſay agaioſt that which hath beene 
c | Made knowne unto you: No not now, Say to 
'bim apaine : Did your conſcience ſay toyon, 
it is 8 fione roſay you bave no grace ? Now 
'here hee demurres and ſtayes,and ſaith, Noll 
dare notfay ſo,but I rather fay the contrary. 
= Marke this, all the bookes are croft , and all 
= objetions an{wered, and yet conſcience puts 
eg inanew plea, becaule it was nor ſatisfied. 
Now come to bim againe,and ſay, You are 
\., f{ometimes captived by finne , bar you are 


ds 
ace 
2Ut 


* thould plucke away all thole corruptions, are 


ye Ju uot ? 

Oh,ſairh rhe poore ſinner, muſt needs yeeld 
_ tothat; then | affirme to thy foule , this is a 
worke of true grace: Therefore let con'cience 
Ine bee fully ſatisfied, and cancell all ſelfe-accuſa- 
Þ tions; This will cleare the heart, and caſt out 

e : ; 
.. all Cavills that come in againſt us : For sf oxy 
| conſcience condemne 14 not , then wee hayebolde 
neſſe towarde God: we muſt marke conſcierice, 
and bee convinced , that it is a finne to lay, 


. 


Oþ. | var hearts : For though ſence and feclingbee 


\re 
, | ſamee 
all 


willing to bee at Gods diſpoſing,and that hee | 


'- , God hath not wrought chis worke of pracein. . 
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48 The poore doubting Chriſtian 


ſometimes gone, yet conſcience remembers : 
the day acleare evidence of Gods love , and 
{aith.Lord thou knowelſt it , and thou didftfay 
out of thy VVord at ſuch atime that myhear;' 
was uprightand ſincere in thy ſight , 

It ſhould bee with a poore finner;as it is 
with a wile man when be would make his 


| lands ſure unto him and bis poſterity by evi- | 


dences and writings, he is nor content onely to 
have his evidences in his owne keeping, but 


wil! have them inrolled in Chancery, ſuch a 
yeare,and fuch a day,that if hee may be ſure 
to finde them againe there : ſo it ſhould bee 
with diſtrefled ioules , wee ſhould nor _ 
bee content tobave all our obje&tions an{- 
wered,burt get them recorded in the Court of 
Conſcience,that when ſenſe and feeling is loſt, 
yer wee may readily goe to the Court of Con« 
ſctence,and there fiade the day and yeare when | 
Gods love was made ſure to us, | 
Thirdly , we ſhould ftrive mightily to have | 
our hearts oyer-powred with the evidence 
whichreaſon and conlcience makes good to 
us , thatſo we may quietly receive it , and 
calmly welcome it, and yceld and ſubjet our 
hearts tothe truth , But heare wee all fticke , 
for there are three things in the ſoyle of a man 
which maintain theſe quarrells and oppoſition | 


againſt 


drawne nnto Chil, 4g 


| againft the evidence of the Word: r, Reaſon 


obje&s: 2. Conſcience accuſeth: 3. The Will 
of man will not ſubmir : and wee finde ir in 


| experience that when a man hath tilled conſ= 


cience,and anſwered all reaſons , yct the ſtub- 
bornnefle of the heart maintaines a gaine-ſay- 
ing againſt the truth,and keepes the olde quar- 


rell that hath beene anſwered long agoe, and 


that a man would thinke bad been buried long 
lince.Itis in this cafe with a poore finner , as it 
is witha man that hath a contentions adver- 
fary ; happily the caule that they two bave in 


| hand hath benerryed in all the Courts of Eng- 


land,and at laſt comes to Chancery ,and there 
itis concluded apainſt bim , ſo that all things 
are ſerledandended , as a man would thinke, 
and an bonefſt man would fit downe and bee 
puiet : but the other being a puarrel ſome fcl- 


| low will not yeeld yer, but to the old law he 


willagaine , and hee wiil ſell all he bath but 


| hee will bave his will ; till a t the laſt the Iudge 


comes to take notice of this man,and caſts out 
the cauſe,an puts him in priſon,and ſaith, T he 
ſe things were all anſwered , and the cauſe en- 
ded long agoe, | 

Juſt ſo for all world is it with the heart of a 


| gracious man that is humbled in ſome meaſu- 
; re,and could bee content to yeeld to the cre- 
» COUIG DEG - | 


dir 


a 


50 The poore doxbting Chriſtian 

dit of Gods word, and to the witnefle of his 
conſcience, and ſaith, My condition is better 
then I thought it was,but there is an old proud 
ſe]fe-willed heart that will not bee quiet, but 


ſtill & quarrelſome , and maintaines the old | 


quarreli;Though reaſons are all confated, and 
conſcience beares witnetſe againſt him and 
every Miniſter cafts out the cauſe;yet obſerve 
ir,a poore diftreſſed finner will keepe the old 
obje&tions , and though they were anſwered 
the night before , yet hee will have them freſh 
the next morning,and the next moneth, even 
when a man would think he ſhould not dare 
to com? in Court ; and the miſchiefe lies eycn 
bere,in a proud ſelf-willed heart that will not 
yeeld. Therefore labour to get thy heart ſo far 
over-powred with the authority of the truth, 
whatſoever it is that God reveales to thee for 
thy good , and doe not reje& the evidence 
which God maxes knowne and paſſeth upon 
thy ſoule for thy everlaſting well-fare , doe 
not (1lay ) reje& it: and becauſe thou haſt not 
that Smtort that thou wouldeft , therefore 
thou wilt have none at all : it is not properly 
becauſe thou canſtnot , but becauſe thou wilt 
pot receive the promile, that ſo wracks and 
torments thy ſpirit: this is it which breeds the 


quarrel] : and hence it is that when rea{on is 
0p fatish- 
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draiwne unto Chrif#; Fx 
ſatisfied, and conſcience convinced,aſk the foul 


'this queſtion , and ſay, are you perſwaded 


that the Lord hath done you good, and will 
ſhew everlaſting mercy to your ſouleFno(laith 
hee )all the world ſhall not perſwade mee of 
that ; Miniſters are mercifull , and Chriſtians 

are cbaritable,and areloth rodiſcourage mee, 
as ] ſhould doe to them , but did they know 

me indeed they would never thinke thus of 

me,certainely I ſhall never findeitſo: What 1 

grace?all the world ſball never perſwade mee 

toit, Marke whatl lay ,”this is meerely thy 

pride and ſelte-wildnefſe that will not receive 

that good which God is willing to give thee, 

this helliſh and devilliſhpride cf thine will 
coſt thee deare one day, X 


But will ſome ſay , How is it pride?wee are Obje8. 


ever complaining and condemning our ſelyes, 
this cannot be pride. 


Yes I ſay itis abominable pride, againſt the 4nſiv. 


Majeſty of heaven; and that | will ſhew theſe 
two wayes: Firſt for a man to follow his owne 
conceits and elfe wildneflc againſt the truth, 
and the force of reaſon , and the witneſfe of 
the ſervants of G O D, & his owne conſcience, 

is not this pride ? 
Secondly,thy prideappeares inthis,namely, 
becauſe thou haft not what thou wouldeſt, 
RG D 2 an, 


52 The fbore doubting Chriſtian : 
and in that manner and meaſure thou defireſh, 
and haſt not that ſweetnefſle of grace and cons 


j 


| 


q eſt over corruption that thou wouldſt have, 


therefore thou flingeſt a way all Gods kind- 
neſle; this in infinitepride : That meaſure of 
mercy which God hath already thewed thy 
foule,is incomprehenſible,and yer becauſe you 
cannot have what you would ,you will have 
nothing atall.As a man that hath tbe Law ou 


his fide , and his eſtate (ſeiled on him, yet be» | 


caulce bis evidences are not written in great | 


bugeletters, and in large paper , bee throw«s 
them all away : {o you haye no grace, becaule 
you haye not ſo much as you would baye ;you 
have no humility , becauſe you have not fo 


Et rn tne 


42 - 


much humility:Oh pride,pride, in the bigheſt 


depree, 


Labour therefore to bring thy heart to this | 


bleiſed ſubjeRion to the truth of God , and 


make it thy duty as well to receive comfort | 


when God offers it upon good grounds, as to 
doe aduty commanded , and know that iris a 
f1nne to rejeX mercy when God offers it,as to 
kill a man which God hath forbidden;and the- 
refore you Saints of God that haye beene pe- 
ftered thus , and have beene enemies toyour 
{elves, when your hearts begin toſlide away 
thus , take your hearts and reaſon thus wit: 


—_— 


yonr | 


AQ © wy il 
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wy 
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.Teate mine owne words,an4 {ayI have grace, , 


arawne unto Chriſt, F3 


your ſonlcs , and ſay , Good Lord, this is th© 

proud ſtubborne diſtemper of this vile heart 

of mine;what would I have?is not Gods word _. 

cleare , and my conſcience latiofied ? doe not 

the Miniſters of God affirme my ftate to bee 

good?and {hall I thus diſhonour Gu.d? : 
Bur what ſaith the poor ſoule againe, Muſt Ody ect; 


when before I ſaid I had none? 

Yes , and bee thankfull ro God that thou nſw. 
maiſt ſay fo too ; it is better for you to croſle 
your owne humours , than crofſe Gods Spirit: 
rake notice of it , and feare for eyer , leſt that 
groud & ſtubborne foule of thine, which now 
refuſeth confolaticn when God offers it , be 
forced toeate thy fleſh , and come npon thy 
knees,and never getcomfurttothy dying day; 
and though God ſave thee in the end, yet thon 
ſhalt be as it were in hell upon carte. 

One would have thought it had beene hu- 
mility in Pcter to refu'c toler Chriſt w.3f1 218 
feete , bur it was nothing but pride, and there- 
foreChriſt takes him up for ic ſharply, (which 
is indeed the onely way to cure this diſtzmper) 
If I waſh thee not thou haſt no part in me : if you 10 13.8 
will needs have your owne humours, and will 2: 
not be perſwaded,you may get you downe 'to 
bell with them ; Perey pauſed with himſclſea 


D 2 while, 


54 The foore doubting (hriftian 
while, but at laſt whE bis ſtomack came down, 
then, Lord,not onely my feet , but my hanas and 
heart and all, It is bumility of heart to take 
| what God offers. Moft Chriſtians thinke they 
| are humblehearted,bur they are ſo farre proud, 
as they give leave to this-diſtemper: therefore 
labour to overmaſter this gaine-ſaying heart 
of thine , with the authority of the Word of 
God, and learne to receive mercy when God 
offers it , leſt hetake away the comfort of his 
Spirit from you , and make you goe howling 
and roaring to your graves, Though he bring 
you to Heaven in the end , yet you may baye 
1 a Hell before you come thirher, 

Roſe 4. Thelaft Rule is this : Maintaine the good 
=! word which thy heart hath ſubmitted to, and 
keepe it as the belt treaſure under Heayen; 
and when thou haſt obtained certaine evidence 
that thy eſtate is good , heare nothing againſt 
ir,but ſtick faſt ro the lame , regard noching 
but out of the vvord of God, againſt that com- 
fort and evidence of thy falyation, which thou 
baſt been perſwaded of by the word ; if Sa- 
than or carnall reaſon have any thing to ſay 
againſt thee, ler them bring Scriprure,and then 
yeeldroit, but vvirhout the vvord heare no- 
things. Looke as it is vvith a man that is ar law 
for lands, if be hayc his adyerlary onthe hip, 
gk 5 and 


drawne unto Chriſt, f5 


and have gotten ſome adyantage againſt him, 
hee will keepe him there, and hold him tothe 
point. If a man will follow every wrangling 
Lawyer at eyery impertinent out-ſtraying, he 
will never have any good {1 ucceſfle; Ir is the fa- 
ſhion of many Atturnies rather to breed quar= 
rets, than to end them; And therefore hold to 
the maine point, Deale with Sathan as with 
a ſubtil adverſary that is full of wiles and 
fetches.It is the cunning of the enemy to lead 
you out,and hee will taye many vagaties , bur 
be ſure to hold to that truth which you have 
received from the evidence of the word , and 
the witneſſe of conſcience, When a man hath 
gotren ſome comfort , then the devill begins 
to play the Lawyer in this manner. 

Doeſt thou not ſee how weake and poore 
thou art > How deſtitute of all ſaving grace, 
and how contrary thou walkaſt to God? 


How the Soule being tempted may anſwer 
Sathans accuſations, 

Ttis true (ſairh the Soule) yet it is as true 
that hee that confeſleth and forſaketh his tin, 
{hall have mercy. 

Bur (faith the Devill) doeſt thon not ſee that 
thou art full of pride and weakneffe , and le- 
crerly unwilling to come to duties ? 


D 4 Ir is 


Setha 


Sinner 


, 
S:thaw. 


#4& The poore doubting (hriſtian, 


hate & delire to forſake this, therefore ſhall 
| finde menrcy,the word ſaith ſo. 
wy þ $4than. Bur (faith the devill ) are you of Gods 
| Counſell,ſecrer things belong to God ? 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Sinner Indeed ( ſaith the ſoule) I know not what 
yord ſaith, Hee hath nopleaſure in the death 


' Gods ſecret will is , yet this I know thar the 


| 
| to him. 

FSarban. Bur x faiththedevill) many cozen them. 
F AMfelves, mercic isa great thing , and tew ob- 
| taineit, and why may not you be cozened as 
1 well as others? 

{|} $7227, | Bur(ſaith the ſoule ) the Lord will not co- 


i the word knowes what the Lord krowes, 

| S427. Bur (faith rhedevill ) may not you be de- 

its ceived in the word ; the word is true indeed, 

| but bow know you that you rightly apply it, 

"T- and that the word and your heart doth ſure 

|  trogether? "HOY | 

| ip Pann W by ( faith the ſoule:) I deſire as earneftl 

| to have my ſinne purged , as Idoe to bavye it 

pardoned, ] know my heart by the word, and 

to the wordI repaire, and the Lord knowes 

thatI hate all fiune inwardly , and reforme ic 

outwardly, and therefore I know I ſhall finde 
mer. 


i 
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of a ſinver, bat invites ſuch daily to come un- 


It istrge (faith the ſoule) I am fo, yet] 


zen mee, and the Lord knowes my heart,aud 


1 


all 


drawne unto (lbriſt, 57 


| mercy : ſhew mee a place of Scripture thar 
| faith ] doe notrightly apply the word, and [ 
will bcleeve it; bur I will not beiceve thee, for 
4 thou art a deluder and a lyar. | 

Thus hold to the word, aud the devill witl 
: betyred,and goe away: keepe you here, for if 
{ he catch you a wandring efter {enfe and !© 1 


ling,yuu are gone. Thow through thy Comman- ou if 
| dewents haſt made me wiſer than mine eneues,  , II} 


| ith Dayid, for they are ever with m.e,Sathat is © 


/ wiſe;znd the fl:th,and carnall reaton , and ti;e 
| worid are wiſe, bur blefled be our God tit 
makes every poore ipnorant ſervant ot 3:15 


( wiler then al theſe:buthow?the wor mutt le 


ever with them ; you muſt keepe the word 
with you daily, andrhat vill make you n:7 
know onely what is amitſe , bur 3-1 round 


apainſt whatſoever hinders your peace, 


Sathan deales! in this with the foulc,asive_ 
enemie deales in warre yvben /of2:.4 ictered * 


the men of A,he got them out of the Citie, 
and then they that lay in ainbuſh vvenr aad 
*tookeit in,and burnt it vvith fire: to the devil 
doth: Qur Caſtle or Citie is the promiles , 2nd 
the vvord, and ordinances of God.novv 1% ti4c 
devill can but ger you ourof this Caſtie.'ie 
bath you yvhere he yvould; if you vyill lake 
after eyery bird that flycs,and liſten atcer eve- 
: 3 TY 


58 The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


ry carnall reafon and temtation, you are gone 
if he once ger you from the promiſe, he will in | 
tangle you in his ſnare and overcome you, | 

rich 2. Citile Children, if yee abide in Gods Commans 
28. dements,ye abide im God,laith the Apoſtle : As if d 
he had aid, Children,your enemies are many, by 
and great, and cunning, therfore keep home hee 
keep home, come not abroad , and then you tou 
{hall be ſafe, whatfoeyer troubles arite, Jris the mul 
faſhion of patents, if their children runne a- ule 
broad and catch a knock , they tell them that He: 
they are well enough ferved,you might have\, PO 
kept home when you had warning, not 
The iftue of this point is this, Judge thy Pi 
foute by the word,and louke vpon thy facred the! 
part,and let that beare witnelſ{e for thee , and leev 
what the word of God dothevidence to thee, © Gu 
that maintaine,ard hcare nothing apainſtit; 11s 
= this is the way to rcceive conſtant comforr,and and 
goe On merrily inour Ciriſtian courſe : ler tbe 
quarrels, troubles, and temptation come, yet . of t 
keepe you within doores,and ref{t your ſelves” wil 
wpon the riches of Gods free grace in Jeſus Not 
Chrift,and bee for ever comtorted,and you' can 
may 20 ſinging to Heaven,and to your graves, [477 
th>ugh you meet with acyer {0 many termpta® 


tions and oppoſitionss = 
ni 


Mea 1s 


| drawne unto Chriſt. Fo. 


"nes. 

Ilin | Meanes to obtaine an intereſt in the 
(8 Promiſes, 

24314 


\sif Now I will ſhew you ſome meanes where- 
ny, by a man may ſoimprove his time , that ar 1aft 
zme bee may obtaige this bleſſed eftate; which are 
you foure; Bur before ] do begin with them , you 
the muſt be advertiſed of this much, rhat we may 
> 4. uſe the meanes, but there is no meanes nnder 
-hat Heaven alone will doeir , yet you muſt wait. 
ave\, upon God in the uſe of the meanes , fur ir is 

' not the meanes that will worke faith, bur the 
thy Spirit of God inthe uſeof the meanes ; and 
red therefore the Text faith, To you it 7s $3233 10 be= 
ind leeve,for Faith is the free gift of God ; Iris 
ce, - God that muſt doe it,and yer hee will not doe 
it; 1twithout us, becauſe we are reaſonable men 
nd and women, The Lord affords us mcancs,and 
ler thcrefore we are to waite upon bim in the uſe 
-et Of thoſe meanes ; Let the Lord doe what hee 
ves * will,and let us doe what we ſhould : we muſt 
ſas not thinke when we have the meanes then we 


ou' can get faith preſently, for as Pax! faith , The | 
es, ſame power that: raiſed up Feſus jrom the dead 2 


tae mMuit make us able to beleeve , or elie all 
the Angels in Reaven , And all the Mz 
niſters on Earth, and all tte helpe that men 


; ain 


Co Toe peore a2ubting Chrijtian, | fie 
and meanes can doe thee , will doe thee ng on 
good : The meanes are 41yers, as hearing and 
prayer, which are the Coaduirs whereby God 
communicates faith; But I ler the pafle, and fot 
onely faſten upon thule which are needfull for thi 
feeble Chriſtians to bring them into this ble. Al] 
{cd ſtate,and thoſe are theſe. up 
Firſt, we muſt,as much as in us lies, labourts mi 
plucke away all thoule props that the ſoule eo 
leanes upon, and all thvle outvvard{uccours, & 
and yybatlvever outvyard contentment itis, Is: 
vvhich a poore finnec duth repaire and berake \ an 
himfelfe co for reliefe and helpe,thar vrhen all 20 
theſc are taken from us,vye ray bec forced to 
goe for ſuccour there vyhereit is tobe had, It all 
that vvhich remaines in the nacureof man, he 
and that yyhich is naturall to us all even from fa 
our firſt Parents , that vye vyrould have the w 
ftaſte in our ovvne hands, and furport our al. 
owne ſoobkes , and ſupply all thuſe neceſſities to 
that lie upon as, at 
Now tie way to make the foule Jeane npon "fo 
CHRIST, is,toplucke away all other props; fe 
For thc laſt thing that wee come to is thepro- fu 
miſe, aud if we could finde pond any where 
elſe, we would never »ne to Chrift;God heares f 
laft of ns, and th: re fore wee hilt doe with tt 
our {clycsas the ex emie doth with 4 Citie be- 
Fed heged, 
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| 
| 
'K . Means, 


bes 
” 


drawne unto Chriſt, Gr 


( 
' fieged, when hee would make them yeeld,the 


onely way is to femiſh them, cutoff all-pro- 


| viſion , and ftop all pailages, that none may 
' come to refieve them, and then they will bee 


forc:d ro yeeld them{elves to the mercy cf 
the enemic; So it is with our nature, wee are 
fill cruftiog to our owne ſtrength, aud relying 
upon ſomething of our own ; Therefore fa- 
miſh thy heart, and cut oft all che meanes and 
coinfort whereby thy heart may be {uccoured, 
& thy conlcience quieted, and when thy heart 
is famiſhed,it will then {eeke out to a Saviour, 
and lie there , becauſe there is no other thing 
tolvpport it, | 

The poore woman in the Goſpell had ſpent 


all her goods upon the Phyſicians , and it ihe Mez.5. 
had had bur alitle meanes left , yea, but one 25.27. 


farthing token , for any thing ] know, ſhee 
wovld never have gone to Chriſt ; but when 
all theſe failed , then ſhee was forced ro ſceke 
to Chrift, that was ready and willing to doe 
any thing for her diftrefſed nature: So our 
foules muſt have ſomething ro ſupport them- 
ſelves upon, for they cannot live without ſome 
fupport. Now therefore when all our cat- 
nall hopes are taken away , wee muft needs 
ftay upon the promiſe , becanle we have no- 
thing elle, Ir is not required that a man 

P jhawid 
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62 The poore doubting Chriſtian. . 
ihould caſt away thoſe outward comfortsthat 
G OD afford him,but onely chis,thar though 


you haveall , yet labour to get your heart to | 
ſee and acknowledge the emprineffe of all | 


theſe, and let not the heart ſeeke ro much con- 
tent in them, for theſe are all bur lying vani- 
ties,and broken ſtaves, which will not onely 
c0zen a man,but pierce him tuo. 

Now yyhen the ſonle ſeeth theſe things 
. cannot fuccour him , bur lay him in the duſt; 
then he will be content to have his heart ſeve- 


red from them, It is with the Soule as it was | 


with NN oahs Toye, when the Arke began to 
reſt upon the Mountaine of eArraret , Noah 
ſentour the Doye, bur the Dope found no ret 
for the ſole of her foor: Noquettion there were 
many dead carkaſes , but the Dove found no 
reſt till ſhe came to the Arke againe; So when 
a man findes no reſt in any thing the creature 
affords , and can get no footing tor the ſoulets 


ſtay itlelfe upon tzem, then it betakes it ſelfe | 


to Chriſt,and goes home to the promiſe , and 


reſts there , and expeQs from thence what is ( 
needfull,as in the Artof fwimming , he that | 


will ſwimme , muſt plucke his feere '{6”the 
bottome , and commit himſelfe &5m the 
ftreame to beare him up; So vve muſt plucke 
our hearts from theſe things , and them from 


us; 


us 
Ty 


dravwne ruto Chriſt. G3 


| 
that | us; Andthough vve have honour and pre- 
ugh ferments,yet vve muſt nor put any confidence 
tro in them , bur lcarne by our beleeving to com=- 
f all ' mit our feives yyholly ro the poyver of the 
:on- | promiſe , and receive comivr irom thence 
ani. | onely. | 
nely |  Ler not the Gods cf this World, honour, and 
profit, and pleaſtredeceiverthee; Did the pride 
nos | of Pharaohs heart Gciiver him ? Did the 
uſt; | riches of Dips ave him ? Dia H roas ap- 
ve. | plauſe that he had , deliver him? Did theſe 
was | gods ſecure them? Nay,bave they nor left the 
| to {| in the lurch ? Therefore let us take our hearts 
vah off from theſe things,and bave a bale efteewe 
of them , and fee a vanity , and empri- 


eff 

ere neſſe , and inſufficiency in them , that wee 
no | May bee forced to {eeke to Chriſt,and ſay as 
en David {aid 5 Helpe Lord 3. for ypaine i5 the heipe 


Ire | Pan.) 

Labour therefore to ſee the privie pranks 
Ife Of thine owne heart , and hunt our all tho'e 
| mazes,and turnings & windings of thy ſpirir, 


nd fchy 
is | for it is wonderful roſee how the loule is rea- 
at , dy rohang her comforts upon every hedge, & 


he Thifc & ſhark in every by-coraer for comtor:: 

he Now when thou leeft thy heart thus ſeexing 
. and = F? 

ce Tolettle irfelfe, pluck away bar prop, and iee 


the emprtineſſe of it , and roaxn thy heart 
| Will 


——— 
64 The poore doubting Chriftian | 
will bee fit and ready to goe unto Chrift, 
Now when this is done there is a little way | f 
made that the promiſe may come to the foul, 4 
thercfore Jabonr in the ſecond place to have | , 
your hearts poſTefled throughly , and perſwa- | "7 
ded effetually of the fulneſſe of that good | * 


Means. 


which is inthe promiſe, and of that fatisfacto- | ih 
ry mercy and freenefle of the grace of Godin | Þ 
Ciriſt,thar ſo the foule may be eſtabliſhr with ny 
thar full contert which is ro bee had in the n 


richcs of the promiſe, But marke what I Jay, , 
periwade your heart of it * and conrent not , 
your ſelves that you are abl. to diſpute ſomes | ,. 
what ful 'y of the excellency of the promiſe D 
and of the riches of Gods free grace; V Vhatis| , 
this to the purpoſe that the heart knowes this, 
ard yet is fore-ftalled that it cames not to the Jo 
promiſe ? Therefore [cave not thy heart till it} * 
come to make chat account of the promiſe, that! p 
the word faith it is worth ; I fay,leave not thy| 
bearr till thou ſee the promiſe of grace molt} 
beautifull in thy eye , and that thy heart may i 
gaine ſome earneſt touching the goodnefle of! 
God,and the riches of his grace towards thee; 
and bring thy heart to know and ſee, that the 
promiſe is better than all the rictcs and ho- 
P/a/.g. Fours that thou canſt have , or the world can "8 
x. beſtow , They that, know thee wil! r74ſt 41 = fir 
ow! 
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way | for tho Lord haſt never failed them that ſeeke 


Ne | thee : This kinde of knowledge eyer breeds 
"is. } confidence and reſolution , and perſwades the 
"0 heart; Wee dare truſt a friend whoſe faith- 


| fulneſſe we have rryed ; and reft upon thar 
'&o. | Vyhich vve knoyy by experience, The pro- 
.. | miſesare of arryed Truth ; Secke from one 


for end of the Heaven tothe other , rurne all the 
| the | Bible over , and ſee if ever any man leaned on 
fay, | he promiſe , aid the Lord did nor performe 
Mt thar vvybich he bad promiſed for the good of 
an his foule ? Except the Lord had beene my de« 
miſe | £ght, } ſhould have periſhed in wy troubles ( \2ith 
a is| David.) My fl.jh jailerh,and my heart aiſo \ but 
his, thou art the ſtrength of my heart and my portions 


the} Jer ever, Herelycs a prear vveight, aud it is 
a vvorke of marye}) us Gifficulty and great 
| Decefhic y , ard therefore thar thy heart way fir 
dovvne farisfied in the ſufficiency of the pro- 
10ſt} Pile , I vvill propound three rules hoyy you 
may 1wproye the promile tor your uttermoſt 
, of} benefit, 
eofl Kg} ; 
icſt, labour daily to preſcnt to thy Soule a 
greater good in the promiſe than thou canſt 
ho.| {ce any vybereelſe: It is a mans (kill, ardir 
ſhould bee bis endeayour daily to doppe his 
hearr,and r0 looke yyhar it is that the keart de- 
for lires moſt , and preſent a greatcrpord to thy 
: E ſonte 


P/.119. 
92. 
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improve 
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ſoule therein,than in all things thou canfthave 
elſewhere, Weeſhould deale with our hearts 
asa man would doe with a corrupt Juſtice, 
when hee would have him tobe on his ſide, 
theonely way is tobribehim ; (though that is 
{infull) yet it is good to bribe the corrupt 
fieart with the goodnefſe of rhe promiſe , that 
theheart may cleave to ir,8 long after it. Doe 


honours,or riches, or the applauſe of men , or | 
aty earthly pleaſures offer thee content and | 


fatisfa&ion?*then perlwade thy heart there is a 
greater worth and excellency in the promiſe 


then can bee had in all the wotld. Here is as. | 


exceeding waight of glory, hee that hath this pro« 
miſc ſhall be made a X:»g,and ſhall have glory 
char will never vaniſh : doth thy heart hanker 
after earthly joy and mirth? chouſhalr finde a 
greater mirth in the promiſe,then in the crack= 
ing of theſe thornes; ( and {ol may ſay of any 
thing elſe) Doth thy heart hanker after riches? 
then tell thy Heart that there are wr ſearchble 
 #1hes in Chriſt, and through him we have title 
£0 all th» promiſe of this life and a better ; we 
know he that offers moſt for the bargaine 
hath it : therefore wee ſhould obſerve the 
goings out of our licarts , and what offers it 
felve to give us molt content', and pre - 


ent our ſoutes with a greater good in 
God 


drawne unto Chriſt, 6 '; 
God then in in all things elſes | | 
Oh the height,and depth , ,and length , and 


breadth of the loye of Chriſt, which paſſeth knows 


| ledge! 


_— 


The conſideration of this,as it works a lon- 
ging afcer Chrift,and the promiſes,ſo it ſhould 
ll our faces with ſhame and confuſion , that 
ever we ſhould ſet light by ſuch riches of mer« 


| Cy,and walke unworthy of ſo great ſalvation. 


Could wee comprehend the unmealurable 
diemenſions of Gods loye and goodnefle re- 
vealed in his word, how would our hearts be 
enflamed towards him? Whe tbe finner rhinks 
thus with bim'elve, I chat have done all chat 
] could againſt ſo good a God, that my heart | 
even bleeds to thinke of it, there was no name 
under heaven that I tore in pieces but Gods 
name,his wownads,and life,and heari-blood I bave 
rentand torne a thouſand times, Nay,there 
was no command in the world that my ſoul ſo 
much deſpiſed , as the command of the Lord 
Jelus, There was no ſpirit that ever ſpeake to 
me , which Ifo much reſiſted as the Spirit of 
the Lord, Oh how many ſweet motions hath 
the Lord ler juto my ſoul, thereby to pluck mee 
from my baſe courſes and finfull praiſes! By 
bow mapy mercies hath he allured me,by hovy 
mapy gracions promiles hath he invited me, to 

ee = "Ba for 
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forſake my ſinnes,and turne unto him ? But ] 
have flowne in the face of his 1ſimiFers and 
biefſed 5þirit, and rejeRed all rearmes of recon- 
ciliation, If ] had lyen in a dungeon,and been | 
plagued with rorments all my life time, yea, 
thouoh I bad another world full of miſery to 
live 1n,1 ſhould count it infinite mercy, fo the 
Lord would paſſe by my finfull miſcarriages, 
and pardon theſe inward rebellions. 

But that God ſhould ſend his deareſt Son: 
to love mee,and that fo incomparably , fo in- 


conceivably , that I could not poſſibly bate' 
him , fo rauch as he lores and afte&ts mee, 
]could not fo exceede in unkindneffe towards! 
him, as hee hath exceeded in tender com- 
paihon cowards mee ? Were it not righteous! 
with God, never to ſpeake comfort more to; 
my {oule, that have fo lightly eſteemed his pro- 
mile and word of comfort ? Had it not beene! 
juſt with GOD to take advantage againſt 
mee ? Was it not quſt tharl vvbich lived in 
ſinne, {ould have periſhed in my fin ? Had it 
not bec juſt that I who have ſo much loved cor 
ruption,{hould havercaped the bitter fruitot 
it lony ere this ? But that the Lord 
inould finde an cnemie, and nor flay himzriay 
trathe ſhould give his belovedSox out of his bo 
{5mto laye himzis love not to be exprefſed,Oh 

; : the 
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the h2izht of this mercy beyond my defire, Oh 
the bredrh of this mercy without #11 bounds, 
Oh the length of this mercy beyond all times. 
Oh the depth of this mercy beyond all {ne 
and miſery ! 

Labour therefore to have acceſſe to rhe 
promiſe with thy ſoule , and ſpeake a good 
word for it,and ſay,Stand by profits, aud plea- 
ſures,and preferments,roome for the Lord le. 
ſus Chriſt , and put a wonderfull price upon 
the promiſe; This is an everlaſting rule, what- 
ſoever the foule doth account as beft , that it 
will chuſe and leave all others forir, I would 
bave the ſoule out bid the world,and labonr ro 
out-{h»ot the devill in his owns bow, & thoſe 
thinys which the devillcafts in thy way , for 
hinderivg thy foule from comming to rhe pro- 
miſe , let thoſe things be as meanesto uther 
In the promiſe. As thus, whea thou {cet thy 
heatc looke after friends , let thoſe frien!s 
uſher the way to thinke on the infinite love 6c 
fayour of God in Chriſt ; And when thy heare 
would faine hunt after wealth , let this viker 
a way to the promiſe,and fay, It the heart fir:d 
ſuch a content in riches, what would it find2 
in the riches of Gods grace in Chriſt > Thus 
preſent a greater pood inthepromile then in 
any thing elſe, 
| | The 


bh Ly 


E 3 


$ 

k 

x 

p | 

IN 

| 1 
y 

| 


DET Ts I CNT 


6-3 8 _P* -», 


—_— 


TPTIOSs 42 WS. Ton 


. 29 Thepoore doubting Chriſtian; 


The ſecond rule-is, Labour to convince thy 
heart of rhis , that all the things in the world 
without the promiſe are not good, and hadſt 
thou all that the Earth can afford without a 
promiſe,they were rather a curſe to thee then 


for,it gives a kinde of being and ſubſtance to 
all; There is no ſubftance in honour and riches 
if they be not in faith ; They are clogges and 
ſnares toa man,except faith give a Title ther- 
unto and a bleſſing therewith; All our prayers 
have no ſubſtance in them , bur are poore and 
empty words without faith in the promiſe to 


- a blefſfing. Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped 


_— 


bave what wze pray for:T he moſt broken and ' 


meane prayer , when a poore creature can 


ſcarce utter foure words with any ſenſe, yet if 


it be mingled with fairh , is a very powerfull | 


prayer; And the ſubſtance of allyoar hearing, 
and my preaching Iyes in fauh, otherwile they 
are bur loſt labour , for faith is ir that givesa 
oagg of being to whatſoever we Ipeake or 
OCs 
The third rule in this ſecond meanes,is this, 
Labour to acquaint thy heart with the good- 


\nelſe of the promiſe, before carnall reaſon co- | 
mes and poſſeſſes thy heart. how that the pro« | 


miſe is moſt ſure,and will come when it is moſt 


Tealonableg6c is beſt for thee,& when God lees 


” 
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it moſt fit we ſhall certainly have it ; Let 2 Heb-4t 
thersfore come boldly to the throne ofgrace , that 
wee ay receive comfort & mercy in ume of need; 
not when ] ſe it fit , but when God ſees it fit, 
this is it which carries away many poore fin- 
full hearts from reſting upon the promiſe of 
God ; fometir.:es the heart 15a little affefted 
with the excellency of the riches of Gods 
grace , and ſeeth what great things the Lord 
hath done for his ſoule , and faith , Ohthat J 
were ſucha one, and I«t me die the death of 
the righteous ; but when it comes to paſſe that 
he bath not preſent eaſe and comfort , then 
bee caſts away the good promile of the Lord, 
and the devill prevailes wonderfully with 
theſe poore creatures : "Therefore ſaith the 
Prophet , When the figge tree ſhall not bloſſome, | 
neither ſhall the fruit bee on the Vines , when the Heb.3.s 
labonr of the O live ſhall faile and yeeld no fruit, 
then wil I rejoyce in the Lord,and joy in the God 
of my ſalvation, Saith the Propher, Comfort 
from the promiſe , and from the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift is then ſeaſonrble , when I have moſt 
neede and way receive moſt good thereby; 
then ſhall The ſure to have the promiſe fo to 
ſurpriſe my heart,that it may be poſſeſſed with 
theal-ſufficjency of it, | 
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In the third place, ſee that thou expeQeft 
all the good which thon necdeft and canſt de. 
{ire from that ſufficiency of the promiſe ; Doe 
not thinke tobring aby good with thee to the 
promiſe, but goe to the promile for all good ; 
there areall the cords of mercy that mult draw 
thee , and there is the al-{ufficiency that can 
{upply all thy wants,looke for all from thence, 
and expect poyver from the promiſe to inable 
thee to doe whatſoever thou wouldeſt, and to 

make thee able to beleeve the promile, 

It is a weake plea fora man to lay, I dare 


, 
: 
Ll 


”-* 


not look to the promile , I cannor beleeve,it I , 


could then I mightexpect ſome good, 

Thou 1haltnever beleeve upon thc {e tearmes, 
thou muſt not firſt have faith and then goe to 
the promile,but thou muſt firſt yoe tothe pro* 
milc,and trom thence receive power to make 
thee able to belceve the promiſe , O Lord re- 
member thy word to thy ſeryant, where thou haſt 
cauſed me 10 trſt, When men are cnlarged in 
love toa man, and make faire promitcs , this 
perſwades the heart to truſt to them,6c to rely 


—- 


— 


vpon them for good; therefore a man doth ule 


roſay,l durſt not have thought it,nor expe&ed 
if you had not promilcd it ; fo the promile of 


God made to the fou!e , makes the ſoule to. 


reſt upon it, 


To 
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drawne unto (hriſt, 73 « 

To expect faith without a promiſe, is all 
one as if a man ſhould expeCt a crop wichour 
ſeed, for the promiſe is the immortall ſced of 
Gods W: rd, whereby the Spirit breeds this | 
faith in che hearrs of all that arc his. 7 be hornre 0 Fo 
5 comming and now is , when the d: £4 ſhall heare 
the voice of the Sonne of God , and they that heave 
ir ſhall live: It is ſpoken of raiſing of a dead 
man from the grave of fin. FirPt, thcre is the 
Voice of Criſt ro the loule, before rhere can 
be an Echu again of the {0 ale to Chriſt ; Sorhe 
pow: r «'Fth promiſe mutt come to the on, 
and wee mult kcare the v- ice of God in 2! 
promile before we can returne an Echoag2ine 
tothe IL: rd ; The Lord faith, Come to re and * 


much dc ivncle and unfirnetle of hoarr, doe 
not thou ; oe away, & looke oi from the Prc- 
mite,& ia1; Thus I am,& loit is with mezBur 
rather g..c to the p YTromile, Cc lay, Wh :tloeycr 
frailties 1 finde in my ſclte, vert 1 wiliiooke ro 
the Lord,& to his promiſe, for it I want _ 
the promile muſt lertle mce more and mor 
therein, I muſt not bring faith rothe prom:! fe, 
bur receive faith from thence, and therefore I 
will waite till th: Lord pleaſe to worke ir, 
Lafily ; labour to yeeld tothe equall condi. 4 Mens. 
tion of te promile, and make no more condi- | 
E 5 tion | 


( 
: 


! 
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tions then Gad makes;now the promiſe tequi- 


res no more of a man,but that heeſhould come | 
and lay hold on mercy ; therefore do thou re. | 


quireno more then God in the promiſe requi- 
res ; there is enough in the promiſe to do thee 
good , therefore expect all good from it, and 
bee content to goe to the promile , and takeof 
God whatſoever hee hath therein offered. Byy 
without orer;This is the condition that God 
offers mercy upon , buy wine and Milke, 
thatis, grace and falvation without money, 
thatis wirhout ſufficiency of your owne z if a 
man ſhould goe running up and downe to 
borrow money bc fore he come to buy, he may 
famiſh beforc hee come ; ſo the Lord offers 
Chrifs mercy and ſalvation , and faith , Come 
take it without money,and wee runne up and 
downe to borrow money of prayer, and durics, 
and power againſt corrutiou , but you may be 
ſtarved before you buy , if you goe this way 
2LWOTIK, 

Therefore make Gods commodities no dea- 
rer then God himſelfe makes them, for this is 
the cauſe why many a poore ſoule is kept from 
comming to the promiſe : Ob, ſaith one , if ] 
were able to maſter my ſinnes and diftempers 
as ſuch a one can doe , then Iwould bcleeve; 
this is to bring money;but art thow content to 

: 2 ; have 
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have Chriſt, and that Chriſt may have thee, and 
rule thee , and ſupply thy wants, and reveale 
thy ſinnes, and heale thy corrutions ; then goe 
tothe promiſe,6c the Lord thereby will ſupply 
thy wants , and maſter all thy finnes and ccr- 
ruptions ; but that muſt come afcerwarc-; 


When 1 paſſed by thee , and ſaw thee m 1hy bloog, Egeh.18, 


(faith tae Lord) and behold rhe time was as the 

time of love , and 1 ſpread my $k:rd over thee, 
and covered thy nakedneſſe; yea, I entred into a 
covenant with thee , and thou becameſt mine; 
(that is,you were content that G O D ſhoulg 

marry you inall your ragges} and waſned thee 
with water , yea 1 throughly waſhed away thy 
blood from thee , and annomted thee with »yle,{ 
cloathed thee alſo with broydered warke, Firſt hee 
marries the Charch to himſelfe, and then hee 
gives grace, and paſſeth over his eftare to his 
Spouſe. Were it not a wonderfull great folly 
if ſome great King ſhould make iove to a 


| Poore Milkmaid , and ſhee ſhould pur it off, 


and refuſe the match till ſhee were aQueene, 
whereas, if ſhe will match with the King , hee 
will make heraQueene afterwards ; ſo wee 
muſt not looke for ſanRification,till wee come 
to the Lord in vocation;for this is all che Lord 
requires of thee , toſee thy ſinnes , and bee 


weary of thew,and bee content that the Lord 
ON SCENE Ees Jeſus 
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Jeſus ſhall reveale what is amiſſe, and take 
it away , and that thc Lord ſhould give thee 


race , then the Lord will bring thee to him. | 


ſelfe, and thou ſhalt receive mercy from him, 
and then all thy corruptions ſhall fall to the 
round. To ſumme up the point briefly thus ; 
 VVhen we have pluckt away all carnall 
props , there is way made for the promiſe to 
come to us, 

Secondly when our hearts are poſſeſſed 
throughly of the ſufficiency of Gods promite 
& grace,then the promiſe drawes ncere to 
the loule, . 

Thirdly, when wee expect all from the pro- 
miſe,even power to come to the promiſe,then 
the promile layes hold upon us. 

Fourthly, when we are content to yeeld to 
the equall conditions of the promiſe, then the 
promite carries us quite away. 

Thus wee have fecne the binderances re- 
moved,& the meanes propoundee, and now, 
that we may bee moved and perfwaded ine 


« 


4 


Dy 


portunately to ſeeke afrcr this blefſed grace , 
of G-d,let us conſider thus wuchzit you once \ 
ger this prace , you get all other graces with - 


It;itis a ground of cofort to'er a mana work, 
when inthe doing of one worke hee may doe 
ancther,nay,all workes ; loitis in the worke 


of 
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of faith , it ſhould encourage us tolabour for 
fath, becauſe if wee get this wee get al] : men 
that are wiſe toprovide for them{clves, and to 
lay our their money ina purchaſe for the beſt 
adyantage,if they ſee it well wooded & wate- 
red, eſpe cially it there be fore golden Mines, 
all their minde will be upon that , becauſe if 
they have that they have all with ir;fo it is bere 
get prace and get all,ftrengthen this & all is 
ſtrong, want his & want all, once get this, & 
you need nor ſeeke for wiledome for faith will 
make youu wiletofalyation;& you need not la- 


& faith will bring holinefſe with ir ro purge 


you, for faith brings all grace, Now the Saints all 


of God endeavour with much paines to get & 
grace, & to ſubdue their corruptions ; but yet 
they are fecble & weak therein, vecaule they 
take not the right way, 

Many a pocre Soule mournes and cries to 
Heaven for mercy, and prayes againft a ſtub- 
borne hard heart', and hee is weary of his lite 
becauſe his vile heart remaines, anc dyet happt- 
ly never gets little or any redrelſe : And the 
main wound iyes here, Alas , you goe the 
wrong way,for if you would have Prace you 
muſt firſt of all oet faith,and that will bring all 
the reſt ; Buy the feld,and tlic Pearie is vours; 

Y Oz 


be labag, 
bour for patience,for faith will make patieme, req for 
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28 The poore doubting Chriftian, 


you muſt not ſtand ftrugling & ftriving with 
your owne hearts,& thinke to maſter a proud 


heart , tar will nor doe it, but ler faith goeto . 


Chrift,8& there is meekneſle, patience, humili- 
ty & wiledon.e,& faith will fetch all theſe to 
the ſoule.Brethren, if you ſer ſuch a price up- 
on any of thele graces,th& labour for faith,ger 
that & you ſhall bave all;the Apoſtle ſaith, Wee 
_ all with open face beholdiug ,as ma glaſſe,the glory 
of the Lord,are changedenio the ſame Image from 
glory to glory. The Lord Chriſt is the glafle, & 
the glorious grace of God in Chriſt, is com- 
pared ro the glory of the Lord ; therefore firſt 
we muſt behold the grace in Chriſt by faith, 
before we can receiue prace; firſt,ſee bumility 
in Chriſt , and then ferch it there ; firſt lee 
ſtrength & courage toenable thy weake heart, 
& then fetch it, V Vould not you be content to 
havea meeke , gracious and hamble heart? I 
dare undertake for many of you,that you bad 
rather have it then any thing under Heayen,6c 
you would thinke it the beſt bargaine that e- 
ver you wade ; And you fay , Oh thatI could 
once ſee that day , that this proud heart of 
mine mipht bee humbled, If I could ſee the 
| blood of my tinnes , Iſhould thinke my ſelfe 
happy,and wveſire colive no longer ; Then get 
faich,and ſo buy the whole, tor they goe all ro- 
gether; 


drawue unto Chriſt, 75 


octher ; You muſt notthinke to have patience 


- 


and meeknefle, without faith , but buy faith 
and you ſhall have all rogether : Would you 
have the glory of God, and bee more Heaver« 
ly minded,then looke to it,oct it by the eye of 
faith, and looke up to the glory of God inthe 
face of Teſus Chriſt , and then you thalllee it; 
But hold you there theo,and this will encreaſe 
all your graces, to your everlaſting peace and 
comfort, When men ule to make a purchale, 
they will reckon up all , and ſay, Thereis ſo 
much wood worth fo much,and fo much ftock, 
worth ſo much , and then they ofter for the 
whole, anſwerable roall the parcels : So there 
is tem for an Heavenly mind , that is wortk 
thouſands,and 7tex for an humble heart , thac 
1s worth millions. And are thele graces worth 
fomuch? VVhat is faith worth then > Oh 
precious faith , it will bring ali graces with it, 
one degree of grace after another: Grace here, 
and happineſle for eyer hereafter. If we have 
2ny hearts of men,(l doe not ſay of Chriſtians} 
me thinkes this ſhould provoke us tg 
!2bour for this bleſſed grace 


of God. 
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